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Who is Mary Magdalene? 
[Sources: Wikipedia and www.smithsonianmag.com] 

From the New Testament, we can conclude that Mary of Magdala 

(her hometown, a village on the shore of the Sea of Galilee) was a 

leading figure among those attracted to Jesus. When the men in that 

company abandoned him at the hour of mortal danger, Mary of 

Magdala was one of the women who stayed with him, even to the 

Crucifixion. She was present at the tomb, the first person to whom 

Jesus appeared after his resurrection and the first to preach the 

“Good News” of that miracle.  

These are among the few specific assertions made about Mary 

Magdalene in the Gospels. From other texts of the early Christian era, 

it seems that her status as an “apostle,” in the years after Jesus’ 

death, rivalled even that of Peter. This prominence derived from the 

intimacy of her relationship with Jesus. Beginning with the threads of 

these few statements in the earliest Christian records, dating to the 

first through third centuries, an elaborate tapestry was woven, 

leading to a portrait of St Mary Magdalene in which the most 

consequential note—that she was a repentant prostitute—is almost 

certainly untrue.  

Indeed, it is likely that Mary was reasonably well off and supported 

Jesus financially in his ministry. It seems that Jesus had cured her of a 

serious illness (seven demons) and that she travelled round with 

Jesus and his disciples from then on. Some writings portray Mary as 

the closest disciple of Jesus and the only one who truly understood 

his teachings. 

However, this brought her into conflict with some of the twelve 

disciples, particularly Simon Peter, who regarded females as inferior 

creatures. He is alleged to have said of Mary Magdalene; “We cannot 

endure this woman who gets in our way and does not let any of us 

speak, though she talks all the time.” Perhaps he was jealous. 

Despite this, some describe Mary Magdalene as the apostle of the 

apostles. We are pleased to celebrate the life of this remarkable lady 

on this her Feast Day. 
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Order of Service 
The Gathering 
 

Please stand when the bell rings 
 

HYMN 742: 
O for a thousand tongues to sing my dear Redeemer’s praise 
During the hymn, the choir, servers and priest process in. 
The colour parties present their flags. 
 

GREETING by the celebrant 
 

The peace of God be with you 

And also with you. 
 

Please be seated 
 

INTRODUCTION by Oliver Foreman 

True Christian LOVE 
Love is patient and kind;  
it is not jealous or conceited or proud;  
love is not ill-mannered or selfish or irritable;  
love does not keep a record of wrongs;  
love is not happy with evil, but is happy with the truth.  
Love never gives up; and its faith, hope, and patience never fail. 

1 Corinthians 13:4-7 

Please sit or kneel 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP led by a young person 
 

We say together: 

Jesus, in you I find rest and peace.  
I can talk to you about anything – 
My worries and my fears, 
My happiness and sadness, 
My anger and disappointment. 
You always listen and you always understand. 
Thank you that you reassure us of your love. 
Help us today to learn more about you 
And give us the strength to fight evil and to walk in your ways  
Amen 
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CONFESSION led by a young person 

Let us say sorry to God: 

God our Father, 
we come to you in sorrow for our sins. 
For turning away from you, 
and ignoring your will for our lives; 
Father, forgive us: 

save us and help us. 

For behaving just as we wish,  
without thinking of you; 
Father, forgive us: 

save us and help us.     

For failing you by what we do, 
and think and say; 
Father, forgive us: 

save us and help us.     

For letting ourselves be drawn away from you 
by temptations in the world about us; 
Father, forgive us: 

save us and help us.     

For living as if we were ashamed 
to belong to your Son; 
Father, forgive us: 

save us and help us.  
 

ABSOLUTION said by the celebrant 
  

Almighty God, 
who in Jesus Christ has given us 
a kingdom that cannot be destroyed, 
forgive us our sins, 
open our eyes to God’s truth, 
strengthen us to do God’s will 
and give us the joy of his kingdom, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen 
 

Please stand 



-5- 

PERUVIAN GLORIA led by the celebrant 
 

Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to the Father. 

Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to the Father. 
To Him be glory for ever. 

To Him be glory for ever. 
Alleluia! Amen 

Alleluia! Amen Alleluia! Amen 
 

Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to Christ Jesus….. 
 

Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory Holy Spirit…… 
 

COLLECT: Festival of St Mary Magdalene, said by the celebrant 
 

Almighty God, 
whose Son restored Mary Magdalene to health of mind and body 
and called her to be a witness to his resurrection: 
forgive our sins and heal us by your grace, 
that we may serve you in the power of his risen life; 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 

Amen 
 

The Liturgy of the Word 
 

Please sit 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING   Song of Solomon 3:1-4 
 

Asleep on my bed, night after night 
    I dreamed of the one I love; 
    I was looking for him, but couldn't find him. 
I went wandering through the city, 
    through its streets and alleys. 
I looked for the one I love. 
    I looked, but couldn't find him. 
The sentries patrolling the city saw me. 
    I asked them, “Have you found my lover?” 
As soon as I left them, I found him. 
I held him and wouldn't let him go 
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    until I took him to my mother's house, 
    to the room where I was born. 

 

This is the Word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God 
 

NEW TESTAMENT READING: 2 Corinthians 5:14-17 
 

We are ruled by the love of Christ, now that we recognise that one man 
died for everyone, which means that they all share in his death. He died 
for all, so that those who live should no longer live for themselves, but 
only for him who died and was raised to life for their sake. 

No longer, then, do we judge anyone by human standards. Even if at one 
time we judged Christ according to human standards, we no longer do 
so. Anyone who is joined to Christ is a new being; the old is gone, the new 
has come. 

This is the Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God 
 

Please stand for the hymn  
 

HYMN 454:  
Love is his word, love is his way 
At the end of this hymn, the choir moves to the nave 
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Please be seated for the dramatic presentation 

Who is Mary Magdalene? Presented by the young people 
 

Narrator: We are turning back the clock nearly 2000 years to 33AD. It is the evening 
of the first Good Friday, the day Jesus died on the cross. 
We are going to the City of Jerusalem where today there have been some amazing 
events. Over to our reporter Jeremiah. 
Interviewer: Good evening. This is Jeremiah in the City of Jerusalem at the end of a 
dramatic day when for three hours from midday the City was dark like night, and 
then as if by magic the gigantic curtain in the Temple was torn in two.  
Certain people are convinced this was linked to today’s crucifixion of the Jew Jesus 
of Nazareth who some say was the King of the Jews and even the Son of God!  
I have with me now one of his followers, Mary Magdalene, who witnessed Jesus 
with two others nailed to a cross and crucified on a hill outside Jerusalem. 
Mary, this has been an upsetting day for you. Do you feel up to telling us about this 
Jesus of Nazareth? 
Mary: Jesus was the kindest and most caring person you could ever meet. It is 
absolutely disgraceful that such a pure, innocent person should be treated in this 
way. He did not deserve to die because he had done no wrong. 
Yet he told us that something like this was going to happen. 
Interviewer: When did you first meet this man? 
Mary: About three years ago I was suffering from a terrible illness which nobody 
could cure. I was desperate. I heard of this man Jesus that made people well and I 
just knew he could help me. Somehow, I managed to ride my donkey from where I 
live in Magdala and eventually found him. He said if I really believed, I could be 
made well . . . and low and behold, Jesus cured me! Completely! Amazing! 
Interviewer: So he returned you to good health about three years ago. How often 
have you seen him since? 
Mary: Well, from that time on I stayed with Jesus and his followers most of the time 
as they travelled round telling people they must repent of their sins. I felt privileged 
to give money to help on our journeys, though Jesus never had luxuries for himself 
as he always put others first. Oh, I shall miss him so much. 
Interviewer: I know what a sad day this is for you. Are you up to answering a few 
more questions? 
Mary: I loved Jesus and I really want to tell others about him. So fire away with your 
questions. 
Interviewer: As you travelled round with Jesus, what sort of things did you hear him 
say? 
Mary: Whenever Jesus spoke, people immediately shut up and took in every word. 
He would tell them funny stories to help them understand how God wants us to live 
our lives. First, we must love God and then love others as we love ourselves. Jesus 
said these two things are the most important of all the Jewish rules and regulations. 
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Jesus far preferred giving hope to the poor and lonely than banqueting with the 
important people. 
Interviewer: So this Jesus was popular with everyone? 
Mary: Errr. NO. Jesus spoke his mind. Often he criticised the Jewish church leaders. 
Jesus called them selfish and greedy and hypocrites! Jesus even went into the 
Temple courtyard and turned over all the tables! What a day that was! The Church 
leaders hated Jesus. They were jealous of his popularity with the ordinary people. 
They did all they could to get rid of him.  
And today they succeeded. 
Interviewer: You say he cured you of your bad health. Did he heal others too? 
Mary: Oh YES! People came to find him from miles around. Once, friends had to 
lower a sick man on a stretcher through the roof to get near Jesus! If they had faith, 
he could make them better. He asked them not to tell others what had happened 
but they were so excited they always did, so more and more people came to find 
Jesus. He even brought dead people back to life! 
Interviewer: Amazing. How did you get on with his other followers? 
Mary: He had twelve disciples, all men. The main one was Simon Peter. I know he is 
a good man but he thinks he knows it all. Jesus explained over and over again that 
terrible things would happen to him to save everybody from the wrong we have 
done, but the disciples were just too thick to understand. Men! They think us 
women are worthless. Peter said I talk too much! What about him? 
Interviewer: Well, if the good work is to continue you must all pull together now 
because there is no doubt that Jesus is dead. What will happen do you think? 
Mary: I don’t know but I’m quite sure this isn’t the end. Jesus told us he would die 
and wonderful things would then take place.  
A wealthy man has offered his tomb for the body of Jesus. Amazingly, the 
authorities have allowed us to take down his body from the cross. I must go now 
and get the sweet perfumes. Something big is going to happen. I just know it. 
Interviewer: Thank you, Mary for speaking to me at this sad time. I hope things 
work out for you and the followers of the late Jesus of Nazareth. 
This is Jeremiah in Jerusalem returning you to the studio. 
Narrator: Indeed, something very big DID happen! 
Still in 33AD, we move on from the Friday to the Sunday. 
Please stand as we hear our wonderful reading from John’s Gospel. 
 

Please stand for the Gospel 
The Gospel procession moves up the aisle as music plays 
 

THE GOSPEL: John 20:1-2,11-18 
 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John 

Glory to You, O Lord 
 

Early on Sunday morning, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene went to 
the tomb and saw that the stone had been taken away from the 
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entrance. She went running to Simon Peter and the other disciple, whom 
Jesus loved, and told them, “They have taken the Lord from the tomb, 
and we don't know where they have put him!” 

Mary stood crying outside the tomb. While she was still crying, she bent 
over and looked in the tomb and saw two angels there dressed in white, 
sitting where the body of Jesus had been, one at the head and the other 
at the feet.  “Woman, why are you crying?” they asked her. 

She answered, “They have taken my Lord away, and I do not know where 
they have put him!” 

Then she turned around and saw Jesus standing there; but she did not 
know that it was Jesus. “Woman, why are you crying?” Jesus asked her. 
“Who is it that you are looking for?” 

She thought he was the gardener, so she said to him, “If you took him 
away, sir, tell me where you have put him, and I will go and get him.” 

Jesus said to her, “Mary!” 

She turned toward him and said in Hebrew, “Rabboni!” (This means 
“Teacher.”) 

“Do not hold on to me,” Jesus told her, “because I have not yet gone back 
up to the Father. But go to my brothers and tell them that I am returning 
to him who is my Father and their Father, my God and their God.” 

So Mary Magdalene went and told the disciples that she had seen the 
Lord and related to them what he had told her. 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ.  
 

OUR PRAYERS led by the young people 
 

Please sit or kneel 
 

With Mary Magdalene and all holy women, 
let us praise our God and call upon him in prayer. 
 

Father, your Son said of the woman who was a sinner, 
‘Her many sins are forgiven because she has loved much.’  
Forgive the sins of all who love you 
and strengthen your Church to show forth your love in today’s world.  
Lord, hear us. 

Lord, graciously hear us. 
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Many women ministered to the needs of your Son on his saving 
journeys. 
Open our eyes to see you in those in need or sickness and hear our 
prayer for all those on our prayer lists and others known to ourselves. 
Lord, hear us. 

Lord, graciously hear us. 
 

Mary Magdalene was the first to greet your risen Son 
and carried the news of his triumph over death to the disciples.  
Strengthen us to be faithful witnesses to the gospel in the world 
and grant your grace to all who preach and teach the faith. 
Lord, hear us. 

Lord, graciously hear us. 
 

In our own parish we pray for Fr James and all who lead our worship. 
We pray for our churchwardens John and David and members of the 
PCC that they may be led by the Holy Spirit to inspire us to further your 
kingdom in this place. This week we pray particularly for Hermitage 
Avenue, Hermitage Lane, Hermitage Way and Highfield Way that the 
people living there may experience your special peace. 
Lord, hear us. 

Lord, graciously hear us. 
 

Your Son called those who do your will his brother and sister and 
mother. 
Teach us to live as members of one family, united in faith and love. 
Lord, hear us. 

Lord, graciously hear us. 
 

Joining in fellowship with Mary Magdalene, Mark, Peter, Paul and all 
your saints, we thank you for all those who have gone before us in the 
faith. Grant that with them we may see your Son face to face in 
everlasting glory. At this time we remember in particular: 
John Allsop, David Clarke, James (Robbie) Robertson, Harry Hallam, Jessie 
Barson, Eleanor Osborne Parsons, Angela Saxton, Mary Hayes, Grace 
Laura Hayes 
Rest eternal grant unto them O Lord 

And let light perpetual shine upon them 
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Heavenly Father, thank you for the example of Mary Magdalene who 
stuck by Jesus in the good times and the bad. Help us to have faith like 
that of Mary. 
 

Merciful Father, 

accept these prayers 
for the sake of your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 

The Liturgy of the Sacrament 

Please stand  
 

THE PEACE 
 God is love 
and those who live in love live in God 
and God lives in them. 
 

So may the peace of the Lord be with you 

and also with you. 
 

Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 
We shake hands and exchange a kind word with those around us. 
 

HYMN 194:  
Alleluia! Alleluia! Hearts to heaven and voices raise 
The plate will come round if you wish to give money to help St Mark’s. 
Children go to the altar ready with loud instruments to play during the 
Eucharistic Prayer. 
The bread and wine are taken to the altar during this hymn. 
 

Please remain standing 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, 
grant that by the mystery of your body and blood 
we may watch at your cross, 
weep at your tomb 
and witness to your resurrection; 
for you are alive and reign, 
now and for ever. 

Amen 
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SETTING THE TABLE 
 

We give you thanks that Mary Magdalene, 
who followed Christ in love, 
was first to announce to his apostles 
that he had risen from the dead. 

Amen 
 

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 

The Lord is here 

His Spirit is with us 
Lift up your hearts 

We lift them to the Lord 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

Why is it right to give thanks and praise? 
Listen, and we will hear. 
Lord of all life, you created the universe, 
where all living things reflect your glory. 
You give us this great and beautiful earth, 
to discover and to cherish. 

We praise you for your glory 
You give us sun and moon and star-lit sky, 
everything that gives us light, 
light for our eyes, our hearts, our minds. 

We praise you for your glory 
You made us all, each wonderfully different, 
to join with the angels and sing your praise: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

Please sit or kneel 
We thank you, loving Father, because, when we turned away, 
you sent Jesus, your Son. 
He gave his life for us on the cross and shows us the way to live. 
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Send your Holy Spirit that these gifts of bread and wine 
may be for us Christ’s body and his blood. 

Why do we share this bread and wine? 
Listen, and we will hear. 
On the night before he died, when darkness had fallen, 
Jesus took bread. He gave thanks, broke it, and shared it with his 
disciples, saying: ‘This is my body, given for you. 
Do this to remember me.’ 
After they had eaten, he took the cup of wine, 
gave thanks, and shared it with his disciples, saying: 
‘This is my blood, poured out for you and for many, 
for the forgiveness of sins.’ 
So Father, with this bread and this cup we celebrate his love, his death, 
his risen life.  As you feed us with these gifts, send your Holy Spirit, 
and change us more and more to be like Jesus our Saviour. 

How do we follow Jesus Christ? 
Listen, and we will hear. 
Help us, Father to love one another,  
as we look forward to that day when suffering is ended 
and all creation is gathered in your loving arms. 
And now with The Blessed Virgin Mary, St Mary Magdalene, St Mark, St 
Peter, St Paul and all your saints we give you glory, through Jesus Christ, 
in the strength of the Spirit, today and for ever.  

Amen 
 

Rejoicing in God’s new creation, so we 
pray: 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER led by a 

young person 
 

Our Father in heaven. 

Thank you for loving me so much that 
Jesus died on the  
cross for me. You know me so well: all 
my weaknesses 
and all my strengths. 

Hallowed be your name, your kingdom come. 

I want to let you use me to tell others about you. 
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Your will be done on earth as in heaven. 

Help me to understand what it is you want me to do.  Give me 
the courage to be willing to do whatever you ask of me. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Help me to trust you to enable me to do your will. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Forgive me if I have hurt others by what I have said or done. 

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

Don’t let me be swayed from doing your will. 
Protect me from anything that may harm me, 

For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, now and forever. 

Yes Lord, those are the things that really matter to me. 
Help me to be ready to work for them, whatever the cost. 
I know that you are always with me. Amen 
 

The table is ready 
 

Look your Lord is coming to you in bread and wine. 
These are the gifts of God for the people of God. 
 

All are invited to come up to the altar when directed 

 

 
After the choir have sung a Motet, we remain seated for the . . . 

COMMUNION HYMN 145:  
It is a thing most wonderful 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Please sit or kneel 
 

We say together: 

God of life and love, 
whose risen Son called Mary Magdalene by name 
and sent her to tell of his resurrection to his apostles: 
in your mercy, help us, 
who have been united with him in this eucharist, 
to proclaim the good news that he is alive and reigns, now and 
for ever. Amen. 
 

The Dismissal 
 

Please stand 
 

FINAL HYMN 736:  
Name of all majesty 
 

The colour parties receive their flags during this hymn 
 

Please sit 
 

NOTICES AND BANNS OF MARRIAGE 
 

Please stand 
 

THE BLESSING by the Celebrant 
 

May Christ, who makes saints of sinners, 
who has transformed those we remember today, 
raise and strengthen you that you may transform the world; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 

Amen 
 

Go in peace to Love and serve the Lord 

Thanks be to God. Amen 
 

The choir, priest and servers process out 
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PLEASE COME FOR 

REFRESHMENTS IN THE 

HALL ACROSS THE CAR 

PARK  
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