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Order of Service 
The Gathering 
 

Please stand when the bell rings 
 

HYMN 494: I, the Lord of sea and sky 
During the hymn, the choir, servers and priest process in. 
The colour parties present their flags. 
 

Please remain standing  
 

GREETING by the celebrant 
 

The peace of God be with you 

And also with you. 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP led by a young person 
 

Let us say together:  

Jesus, in you I find rest and peace.  
I can talk to you about anything – 
My worries and my fears, 
My happiness and sadness, 
My anger and disappointment. 
You always listen and you always understand. 
Thank you that you reassure us of your love. 
Help us today to learn more about you 
And give us the strength to fight evil and to walk in your ways  
Amen 
 

Please sit or kneel 
 

PRAYERS OF PENITENCE led by the young people 
 

Let us say sorry to God: 
 

God our Father, 
we come to you in sorrow for our sins. 
For turning away from you, and ignoring your will for our lives; 
Father, forgive us: 

save us and help us. 
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For behaving just as we wish,  
without thinking of you; 
Father, forgive us: 

save us and help us.     
  

For failing you by what we do, 
and think and say; 
Father, forgive us: 

save us and help us.     
 

For letting ourselves be drawn away from you 
by temptations in the world about us; 
Father, forgive us: 

save us and help us.     
 

For living as if we were ashamed 
to belong to your Son; 
Father, forgive us: 

save us and help us.  
 

ABSOLUTION said by the celebrant 
 

Almighty God, 
who in Jesus Christ has given us 
a kingdom that cannot be destroyed, 
forgive us our sins, 
open our eyes to God's truth, 
strengthen us to do God's will 
and give us the joy of his kingdom, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen 
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Please stand 
 

PERUVIAN GLORIA led by the celebrant 
 

Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to the Father. 

Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to the Father. 
To Him be glory for ever. 

To Him be glory for ever. 
Alleluia! Amen 

Alleluia! Amen Alleluia! Amen 
 

Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to Christ Jesus….. 
 

Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory Holy Spirit…… 
 

COLLECT: THE 17th SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY said by the celebrant 
 

Gracious God, 
you call us to fullness of life: 
deliver us from unbelief 
and banish our anxieties 
with the liberating love of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen 
 

The Liturgy of the Word 
 

Please sit 
 

Bible readings and drama presentation by young people 
 

NEW TESTAMENT READING   James 3:13-4:3,7-10 [The Message Bible] 
 

Live Well, Live Wisely 

Do you want to be counted wise, to build a reputation for wisdom? Here’s 
what you do: Live well, live wisely, live humbly. It’s the way you live, not 
the way you talk, that counts. Mean-spirited ambition isn’t wisdom. 
Boasting that you are wise isn’t wisdom. Twisting the truth to make 
yourselves sound wise isn’t wisdom. It’s the furthest thing from wisdom—
it’s animal cunning, devilish conniving. Whenever you’re trying to look 
better than others or get the better of others, things fall apart and 
everyone ends up at the others’ throats. 

Real wisdom, God’s wisdom, begins with a holy life and is characterised 
by getting along with others. It is gentle and reasonable, overflowing with 
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mercy and blessings, not hot one day and cold the next, not two-faced. 
You can develop a healthy, robust community that lives right with God 
and enjoy its results only if you do the hard work of getting along with 
each other, treating each other with dignity and honour. 

Where do you think all these appalling wars and quarrels come from? Do 
you think they just happen? Think again. They come about because you 
want your own way, and fight for it deep inside yourselves. You lust for 
what you don’t have and are willing to kill to get it. You want what isn’t 
yours and will risk violence to get your hands on it. 

You wouldn’t think of just asking God for it, would you? And why not? 
Because you know you’d be asking for what you have no right to. You’re 
spoiled children, each wanting your own way. 

So let God work his will in you. Yell a loud no to the Devil and watch him 
scamper. Say a quiet yes to God and he’ll be there in no time. Quit 
dabbling in sin. Purify your inner life. Quit playing the field. Hit bottom, 
and cry your eyes out. The fun and games are over. Get serious, really 
serious. Get down on your knees before the Master; it’s the only way 
you’ll get on your feet. 
 

This is the Word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God 
 

Please stand for the hymn  
 

HYMN 604: Brother, sister let me serve you 
During this hymn the Gospel procession moves up the aisle 
 

Please remain standing 
 

THE GOSPEL: Mark 9:30-37 [NRSV Bible] Read by a young person 
 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark 

Glory to You, O Lord 
 

Jesus Again Foretells His Death and Resurrection 
They went on from there and passed through Galilee. Jesus did not want 
anyone to know it; for he was teaching his disciples, saying to them, ‘The 
Son of Man is to be betrayed into human hands, and they will kill him, 
and three days after being killed, he will rise again.’ But they did not 
understand what he was saying and were afraid to ask him. 
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Who Is the Greatest? 
Then they came to Capernaum; and when he was in the house he asked 
them, ‘What were you arguing about on the way?’ But they were silent, 
for on the way they had argued with one another about who was the 
greatest. He sat down, called the twelve, and said to them, ‘Whoever 
wants to be first must be last of all and servant of all.’ Then he took a 
little child and put it among them; and taking it in his arms, he said to 
them,  ‘Whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me, and 
whoever welcomes me welcomes not me but the one who sent me.’ 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ.  
 

Please be seated. The choir moves to the nave. 
 

WHO IS THE GREATEST? 
During the talk and dramatic presentation, we shall hear the following 
two Bible passages: 
 

Jesus said (taken from Matthew 5 [Good News Bible]): 
“Happy are those who know they are spiritually poor; 
    the Kingdom of heaven belongs to them! 
“Happy are those who are humble; 
    they will receive what God has promised! 
“Happy are those whose greatest desire is to do what God requires; 
    God will satisfy them fully! 
“Happy are those who are merciful to others; 
    God will be merciful to them! 
“Happy are the pure in heart; 
    they will see God! 
“Happy are those who work for peace; 
    God will call them his children! 
“Happy are those who are persecuted because they do what God 
requires; 
    the Kingdom of heaven belongs to them! 
“Happy are you when people insult you and persecute you and tell all 
kinds of evil lies against you because you are my followers. Be happy and 
glad, for a great reward is kept for you in heaven.” 
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Jesus looks to when the world ends. (taken from Matthew 25:31-46 [The 
Message]) 
 

Jesus gathers together those who will go to heaven and says: 
 

‘Enter, you who are blessed by my Father! Take what’s coming to you in 
this kingdom. It’s been ready for you since the world’s foundation. And 
here’s why: 

I was hungry and you fed me, 
I was thirsty and you gave me a drink, 
I was homeless and you gave me a room, 
I was shivering and you gave me clothes, 
I was sick and you stopped to visit, 
I was in prison and you came to me.’ 

“Then those ‘sheep’ are going to say, ‘Master, what are you talking 
about? When did we ever see you hungry and feed you, thirsty and give 
you a drink? And when did we ever see you sick or in prison and come to 
you?’ Then the King will say, ‘I’m telling the solemn truth: Whenever you 
did one of these things to someone overlooked or ignored, that was 
me—you did it to me.’ 
 

OUR PRAYERS led by the young people 
 

Please sit or kneel 
 

After each section: 
Lord, in your mercy.  

Hear our prayer 
 

After the names of the departed: 
Rest eternal grant unto them O Lord 

And let light perpetual shine upon them 
 

At the end: 
Let us say together: 

We pray that we may find new joy in giving and serving freely, 
without thanks, rejoicing in the privilege of following Jesus 
 

Merciful Father, 

Accept these prayers for the sake of Your Son, our Saviour Jesus 
Christ. Amen 
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The Liturgy of the Sacrament 
 

Please stand  
 

THE PEACE introduced by the Celebrant 
 

Blessed are the peacemakers: 
they shall be called children of God. 
We meet in the name of Christ and share his 
peace. 
  

So may the peace of the Lord be with you 

and also with you. 
 

Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 
 

We offer each other a sign of peace perhaps by shaking hands and 
exchanging a kind word 
 

HYMN 575: When I needed a neighbour, were you there? 
If you wish to donate money for the work of St Mark’s, please put your 
offering in the plate when it is passed round during this hymn. 
Children go to the altar ready with loud instruments to play during the 
Eucharistic Prayer. 
The bread and wine are taken to the altar during this hymn. 
 

Please remain standing 
 

SETTING THE TABLE 
Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation: 
through your goodness we have this bread to set before you, 
which earth has given and human hands have made. 
It will become for us the bread of life. 

Blessed be God for ever. 
  

Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation: 
through your goodness we have this wine to set before you, 
fruit of the vine and work of human hands. 
It will become for us the cup of salvation. 

Blessed be God for ever. 
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THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 

The Lord is here 

His Spirit is with us 
Lift up your hearts 

We lift them to the Lord 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

Why is it right to give thanks and praise? 
Listen, and we will hear. 
Lord of all life, you created the universe, 
where all living things reflect your glory. 
You give us this great and beautiful earth, 
to discover and to cherish. 

We praise you for your glory 
You give us sun and moon and star-lit sky, 
everything that gives us light, 
light for our eyes, our hearts, our minds. 

We praise you for your glory 
You made us all, each wonderfully different, 
to join with the angels and sing your praise: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

Please sit or kneel 
We thank you, loving Father, because, when we turned away, 
you sent Jesus, your Son. 
He gave his life for us on the cross and shows us the way to live. 
Send your Holy Spirit that these gifts of bread and wine 
may be for us Christ’s body and his blood. 

Why do we share this bread and wine? 
Listen, and we will hear. 
On the night before he died, when darkness had fallen, 
Jesus took bread. He gave thanks, broke it, and shared it with his 
disciples, saying: ‘This is my body, given for you. 
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Do this to remember me.’ 
After they had eaten, he took the cup of wine, 
gave thanks, and shared it with his disciples, saying: 
‘This is my blood, poured out for you and for many, 
for the forgiveness of sins.’ 
So Father, with this bread and this cup we celebrate his love, his death, 
his risen life.  As you feed us with these gifts, send your Holy Spirit, 
and change us more and more to be like Jesus our Saviour. 

How do we follow Jesus Christ? 
Listen, and we will hear. 
Help us, Father to love one another,  
as we look forward to that day when suffering is ended 
and all creation is gathered in your loving arms. 
And now with The Blessed Virgin Mary, St Mark, St Peter & St Paul and all 
your saints we give you glory, through Jesus Christ, in the strength of the 
Spirit, today and for ever.  

Amen 
 

Rejoicing in God’s new creation, so we pray: 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER led by a young person 
 

Our Father in heaven. 

Thank you for loving me so much that Jesus died on the  
cross for me. You know me so well: all my weaknesses 
and all my strengths. 

Hallowed be your name, your kingdom come. 

I want to let you use me to tell others about you. 

Your will be done on earth as in heaven. 

Help me to understand what it is you want me to do.  Give me 
the courage to be willing to do whatever you ask of me. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Help me to trust you to enable me to do your will. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Forgive me if I have hurt others by what I have said or done. 

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

Don’t let me be swayed from doing your will. 
Protect me from anything that may harm me, 
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For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, now and forever. 

Yes Lord, those are the things that really matter to me. 
Help me to be ready to work for them, whatever the cost. 
I know that you are always with me. Amen 
 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
 

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 

Though we are many, we are one body, 
because we all share in one bread 
 

AGNUS DEI 
 

Lamb of God you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us 
Lamb of God you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us 
Lamb of God you take away the sin of the world, 
grant us peace. 
 

GIVING OF COMMUNION 
 

Draw near with faith. 
Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ 
which he gave for you, 
and his blood which he shed for you. 
Eat and drink 
in remembrance that he died for you, 
and feed on him in your hearts 
by faith with thanksgiving. 
 

All are invited to come up to the altar when directed 
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After the choir have sung a Motet, we remain seated for the . . . 

COMMUNION HYMN 725: Make me a channel of your peace 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

Please sit or kneel 
 

We say together: 

Lord, we pray that your grace 

may always precede and follow us, 
and make us continually to be given to all good works; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

The Dismissal 
 

Please stand 
 

FINAL HYMN 510: Will you come and follow me? 
 

The colour parties receive their flags during this hymn 
 

Please sit 
 

NOTICES AND BANNS OF MARRIAGE 
 

Please stand 
 

THE BLESSING by the Celebrant 
 

The peace of God, 
which passes all understanding, 
keep your hearts and minds 
in the knowledge and love of God, 
and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 

Amen 
 

Go in peace to Love and serve the Lord 

In the name of Christ. Amen 
 

The choir, priest and servers process out 
 

Please join us 

in the Hall for 

refreshments 
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