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So Pilate asked him, “Are you a king, then?” 

Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. I 

was born and came into the world for this one 

purpose, to speak about the truth. Whoever 

belongs to the truth listens to me.” 

John 18:37 (Good News Bible) 

 

25th November 2018 

 9.30am Family Eucharist 

Celebrant: Fr Michael Dobbs  
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Some thoughts before we start . . . 

The King of the Jews 

The people expected their king to lead a battle against the 

Romans who were ruling them. In his discussion with the Roman 

official Pontius Pilate, Jesus says, “My kingdom does not consist 

of what you see around me . . . I’m not that kind of king, not the 

world’s kind of king . . . I was born and entered the world so that I 

could witness to the truth.” Mysterious words which were part of 

the reason Jesus was crucified. 

We will use the wisdom of Saint Paul to help us understand how 

a soldier’s armour may be used in a peaceful way to help us fight 

off the Devil and to live according to God’s truth. 

Jesus will return to earth, but when? 

As Advent approaches, we ponder on Jesus’ promise that he will 
return to earth one day. The apostles expected Jesus back in their 
life time, but it didn’t happen. We still wait and expect. 

Our first two Bible readings are dreams of what is going on in 

heaven. The first is from Daniel, many years before Jesus came to 

earth. The second, written after Jesus left the earth, is from the 

Revelation of John, the final book in the Bible. These are thought 

provoking words, difficult for humans to get our heads around. 

Stir Up Sunday! 

Following a long-standing tradition, this morning we will be 

mixing our Christmas pudding, ready to eat on Jesus’ birthday.  

The custom is reflected in today’s post communion prayer, 
adapted from the Collect for this Sunday in the 1549 Prayer Book: 

Stir up, O Lord, 

the wills of your faithful people; 

that they, plenteously bringing forth the fruit of good works, 

may by you be plenteously rewarded; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
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ORDER OF SERVICE 
The Gathering 

Please stand when you hear the bell ring 

Processional hymn 593: At the name of Jesus 
The colour parties present their flags during this hymn 
 

The celebrant says 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
 

The Lord be with you 

and also with you. 
 

Words of welcome by the Celebrant 
 

Please sit or kneel 
 

Come, let us bow down in worship, 
let us kneel before the Lord our Maker; 
for he is our God 
and we are the people of his pasture, 
the flock under his care.                                                     [from Psalm 95] 
 

Prayers of Penitence led by the young people 

Jesus says, 'Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is close at hand.' 
So let us turn away from sin and turn to Christ, 
confessing our sins in penitence and faith. 
 

The kingdom is yours, 
but we turn away from your just rule: 
Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

The power is yours, 
but we trust in our own power and strength: 
Christ, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy. 
 

The glory is yours, 
but we fall short of the glory of God: 
Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 
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The Absolution given by the Celebrant   

Almighty God, 
who in Jesus Christ has given us 
a kingdom that cannot be destroyed, 
forgive us our sins, 
open our eyes to God's truth, 
strengthen us to do God's will 
and give us the joy of his kingdom, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

Please stand 
 

Peruvian Gloria 
 

Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to the Father. 

Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to the Father. 
To Him be glory for ever. 

To Him be glory for ever. 
Alleluia! Amen 

Alleluia! Amen Alleluia! Amen 
 

Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to Christ Jesus…... 
 

Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory Holy Spirit…… 
 

Collect for Christ the King said by the celebrant 
God the Father, 
help us to hear the call of Christ the King 
and to follow in his service, 
whose kingdom has no end; 
for he reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, one glory. 

Amen 
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The Liturgy of the Word 
 

Readings Read by the young people from The Message Bible 
Please sit 
 

First reading: Daniel 7:9-10,13-14. 
 

The dream of Daniel 
“As I was watching all this, 

“Thrones were set in place 
    and The Old One sat down. 
His robes were white as snow, 
    his hair was white like wool. 
His throne was flaming with fire, 
    its wheels blazing. 
A river of fire 
    poured out of the throne. 
Thousands upon thousands served him, 
    tens of thousands attended him. 
The courtroom was called to order, 
    and the books were opened. 
I saw a human form, a son of man, 
    arriving in a whirl of clouds. 
He came to The Old One 
    and was presented to him. 
He was given power to rule—all the glory of royalty. 
    Everyone—race, colour, and creed—had to serve him. 
His rule would be forever, never ending. 
    His kingly rule would never be replaced.”” 

 

This is the word of the Lord.   

Thanks be to God. 
 

Second reading: Revelation 1:4-8 
 

I, John, am writing this to the seven churches in Asia province: All the best 
to you from THE GOD WHO IS, THE GOD WHO WAS, AND THE GOD ABOUT TO 

ARRIVE, and from the Seven Spirits assembled before his throne, and from 
Jesus Christ—Loyal Witness, Firstborn from the dead, Ruler of all earthly 
kings. 
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Glory and strength to Christ, who loves us, 
    who blood-washed our sins from our lives, 
Who made us a Kingdom, Priests for his Father, 
    forever—and yes, he’s on his way! 
Riding the clouds, he’ll be seen by every eye, 
    those who mocked and killed him will see him, 
People from all nations and all times 
    will tear their clothes in lament. 
    Oh, Yes. 

The Master declares, “I’m A to Z. I’m THE GOD WHO IS, THE GOD WHO WAS, 
AND THE GOD ABOUT TO ARRIVE. I’m the Sovereign-Strong.” 
 

This is the word of the Lord.   

Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stand 

Hymn 160: Make way, make way, for Christ the King 

During this hymn the Gospel procession moves up the aisle 
 

Please remain standing for the Gospel 
 

Gospel reading John 18:33-37 
 

Alleluia, alleluia. 
Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Peace in heaven and glory in the highest heaven. 

Alleluia 
 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John 

Glory to You O Lord 
 

Pilate went back into the palace and called for Jesus. He said, “Are you 
the ‘King of the Jews’?” 
Jesus answered, “Are you saying this on your own, or did others tell you 
this about me?” 
Pilate said, “Do I look like a Jew? Your people and your high priests turned 
you over to me. What did you do?” 
Jesu said, “My kingdom doesn’t consist of what you see around you. If it 
did, my followers would fight so that I wouldn’t be handed over to the 
Jews. But I’m not that kind of king, not the world’s kind of king.” 
Then Pilate said, “So, are you a king or not?” 
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Jesus answered, “You tell me. Because I am King, I was born and entered 
the world so that I could witness to the truth. Everyone who cares for 
truth, who has any feeling for the truth, recognises my voice.” 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

The whole Armour of God led by the young people 
Please be seated. The choir moves to the nave 
 

Ephesians 6:10-18 (Good News Bible) will help us. Saint Paul wrote: 
Build up your strength in union with the Lord and by means of his mighty 
power.  Put on all the armour that God gives you, so that you will be able 
to stand up against the Devil's evil tricks. For we are not fighting against 
human beings but against the wicked spiritual forces in the heavenly 
world, the rulers, authorities, and cosmic powers of this dark age. So put 
on God's armour now! Then when the evil day comes, you will be able to 
resist the enemy's attacks; and after fighting to the end, you will still hold 
your ground. 
 So stand ready, with truth as a belt tight around your waist, with 
righteousness as your breastplate, and as your shoes the readiness to 
announce the Good News of peace. At all times carry faith as a shield; 
for with it you will be able to put out all the burning arrows shot by the 
Evil One. And accept salvation as a helmet, and the word of God as the 
sword which the Spirit gives you. Do all this in prayer, asking for God's 
help. Pray on every occasion, as the Spirit leads. For this reason keep alert 
and never give up; pray always for all God's people.  
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Affirmation of Faith led by the Celebrant 
Please stand 
Do you believe and trust in God the Father, 
source of all being and life, 
the one for whom we exist? 

We believe and trust in him. 

Do you believe and trust in God the Son, 
who took our human nature, 
died for us and rose again? 

We believe and trust in him.  

Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit, 
who gives life to the people of God 
and makes Christ known in the world? 

We believe and trust in him. 

This is the faith of the Church. 

This is our faith. 
We believe and trust in one God, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

Our Prayers led by the young people 
Please sit or kneel 
 

From the rising of the sun to its setting, let us pray to the Lord.  
 

Paul tells us to put on the belt of truth tight around our waist.  
Many of the problems in our world, in our country, in our families and 
with our friends are caused by people telling lies. 
Heavenly Father, help us to remember the belt of truth and to seek 
God’s help to remain honest even when it may land us in trouble.  

Lord in your mercy Hear our prayer 
 

Paul tells us to keep righteousness as our breastplate. 
Selfishness, laziness and greed get in the way of putting others first and 
doing what is right. 
Heavenly Father, give us the determination to take the right course of 
action rather than the one that is easiest and most fun. 

Lord in your mercy Hear our prayer 
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Paul tells us to think of our shoes announcing the Good News of peace. 
In our everyday lives, it is easy to cause upset and to stir bad feeling. 
Heavenly Father, help us to walk away from trouble and to use our 
influence so that in our relationships caring and peace are at the 
forefront. 

Lord in your mercy Hear our prayer 
 

Paul says to use our faith as a shield to stand up against the Devil’s evil 
tricks. 
Heavenly Father, help us to be wary of the ways of the world and to call 
on your Holy Spirit to strengthen our faith and to give us confidence to 
follow God’s will even when it goes against the wishes of our friends. 

Lord in your mercy Hear our prayer 
 

Paul tells us to think of salvation as our helmet. 
Heavenly Father, help us to appreciate the sacrifice Jesus Christ made 
for all of us by dying on the cross so our wrongdoing may be forgiven. 
Help us to accept it and be joyful. 
We pray for all the people around us, many of whom aren’t aware of 
what Jesus did for them. We pray this week in our Parish particularly 
for the people of Stella Street, Stockwell Gate, Sunnybank and Sutton 
Road. 

Lord in your mercy Hear our prayer 
 

We pray that those suffering from illness or loneliness 
or depression may experience your comfort and peace. 
We pray for those in need of support known only to 
ourselves as well as those on our prayer lists. 

Lord in your mercy Hear our prayer 
 

We remember those whose anniversaries of their 
deaths occur at this time: Sidney Hand, Gilbert Rowden 
(priest), Arthur Woodcock, James Barrie Barnes (priest), 
Doreen Ford, Emma Milnes, Dorothy May Raybould, 
Jack Allcock, Agnes Cooke, Peter Wetton, Beatrice 
Bradder, Arthur Bend, Elizabeth Heathcote 
 

Rest eternal grant unto them O Lord 

And let light perpetual shine upon them 
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We say together: 

Loving God, 
you have taught us that the power of the heart 
is greater than the power of wealth and might. 
Hear us as we pray for the fulfilment of your reign. 
We ask this through Jesus Christ our King; 
to him be glory and power for ever. 
 

Merciful Father, 
Accept these prayers for the sake of Your Son, our Saviour Jesus 
Christ, Amen 

 

The Liturgy of the Sacrament  
 

The Peace 
Please stand 
To crown all things there must be love, 
to bind all together and complete the whole. 
Let the peace of Christ rule in our hearts. 
   

The peace of the Lord be always with you 

and also with you. 
Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 
 

If you wish, shake hands and exchange a kind word with others. 
 

Hymn 612: Christ triumphant, ever reigning,  
If you wish to donate money for the work of St Mark’s please put your 
offering in the plate when it comes during the singing of this hymn. 
The Holy Table is prepared for Communion. 
In the final verse, the children gather round the altar with their musical 
instruments to make a joyful noise during the Eucharistic Prayer. 
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Preparation of the Table 
Please remain standing 

Taking of Bread and Wine 
 Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation: 
through your goodness we have this bread to set before you, 
which earth has given and human hands have made. 
It will become for us the bread of life. 

Blessed be God for ever. 
  

Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation: 
through your goodness we have this wine to set before you, 
fruit of the vine and work of human hands. 
It will become for us the cup of salvation. 

Blessed be God for ever. 
 

The Eucharistic Prayer 
The Lord be with you 

and also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give thanks and praise. 
And now we give you thanks 
that he is the King of glory, 
who overcomes the sting of death 
and opens the kingdom of heaven to all believers. 
He is seated at your right hand in glory 
and we believe that he will come to be our judge. 
We join with them in heaven’s song: 

   Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

Please sit or kneel 
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Father of all, we give you thanks for every gift that comes from heaven.  
To the darkness Jesus came as your light. 
With signs of faith and words of hope 
he touched untouchables with love and washed the guilty clean. 
This is his story. 

This is our song: 
Hosanna in the highest. 

The crowds came out to see your Son, 
yet at the end they turned on him. 

On the night he was betrayed 
he came to table with his friends 

to celebrate the freedom of your people. 
This is his story. 

This is our song: 
Hosanna in the highest. 

Jesus blessed you, Father, for the food; 
he took bread, gave thanks, broke it and said: 
This is my body, given for you all. 
Jesus then gave thanks for the wine; 
he took the cup, gave it and said: 
This is my blood, shed for you all 

for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this in remembrance of me. 
This is our story. 

This is our song: 
Hosanna in the highest. 

Therefore, Father, with this bread and this cup 
we celebrate the cross 
on which he died to set us free. 
Defying death he rose again 
and is alive with you to plead for us and all the world. 
This is our story. 

  This is our song: 
Hosanna in the highest. 

Send your Spirit on us now 
that by these gifts we may feed on Christ 

with opened eyes and hearts on fire. 
May we and all who share this food 
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offer ourselves to live for you 
and be welcomed at your feast in heaven 

where all creation worships you, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit: 

 Blessing and honour and glory and power 
be yours for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 

Rejoicing in God’s new creation, so we pray: 
 

The Lord’s Prayer led by a young person 
 

Our Father in heaven. 

Thank you for loving me so much that Jesus died on the  
cross for me. You know me so well: all my weaknesses 
and all my strengths. 

Hallowed be your name, your kingdom come. 

I want to let you use me to tell others about you. 

Your will be done on earth as in heaven. 

Help me to understand what it is you want me to do.  Give me 
the courage to be willing to do whatever you ask of me. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Help me to trust you to enable me to do your will. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Forgive me if I have hurt others by what I have said or done. 

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

Don’t let me be swayed from doing your will. 
Protect me from anything that may harm me, 

For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, now and forever. 

Yes Lord, those are the things that really matter to me. 
Help me to be ready to work for them, whatever the cost. 
I know that you are always with me. Amen 
 

The Breaking of the Bread 
 

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 

Though we are many, we are one body, 
because we all share in one bread 
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Agnus Dei 
Lamb of God you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us 
Lamb of God you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us 
Lamb of God you take away the sin of the world, 
grant us peace. 
 

Giving of communion 
Draw near with faith. 
Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ 
which he gave for you, 
and his blood which he shed for you. 
Eat and drink 
in remembrance that he died for you, 
and feed on him in your hearts 
by faith with thanksgiving. 
 

All are invited to come up to the altar 
 

After the choir have sung a Motet, we remain seated for the . . . 

Communion hymn 794: The King of love my shepherd is 
 

Stirring the Christmas pudding! Led by Fr Michael 

 

Prayer after Communion said by the Celebrant 
Stir up, O Lord, 
the wills of your faithful people; 
that they, plenteously bringing forth the fruit of good works, 
may by you be plenteously rewarded; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen 
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We say together 

Almighty God, 
we thank you for feeding us 
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies 
to be a living sacrifice. 
Send us out 
in the power of your Spirit 
to live and work 
to your praise and glory. 
Amen 
 

The Dismissal 
 

Hymn 818: To God be the Glory 
Please stand 
The colour parties receive their flags during this hymn 
 

Notices and Banns of Marriage 
Please sit for the notices and then stand for . . .  
 

The Blessing given by the celebrant 
Christ our King make you faithful and strong to do his will,  
that you may reign with him in glory; 
And the blessing of God Almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 

Amen 
 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord  

In the name of Christ. Amen 
 

The priest, servers and choir leave 

 
Time now for a drink and a chat in the 

Hall across the car park.  
Browse the Fairtrade stall too! 
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.  

Remember we meet to worship God at St Mark’s every Sunday at 
9.30am. Children and young people go for their own time in the 
Hall during part of the service except on the last Sunday in the 
month when they help lead the worship. Refreshments for all 

afterwards. 
 

The next services where the young people take part will be at 
4pm on Christmas Eve when the whole family is invited to 

celebrate Jesus’ birthday at the Crib & Christingle. Donations for 
the Children’s Society gratefully received. 

 
 

St Mark’s Church 
Nottingham Road, Mansfield NG18 1BP 

Parish Priest: Revd James Curry 
01623 628067 contact.stmarks@gmail.com 

www.stmarksmansfield.org.uk 
www.facebook.com/officialstmarkschurchmansfield 

 
 
 

Please feel free to take this booklet home with you 
 

OF/OF Version 1B nov2018 OoS01.docx 20-11-2018 V1B 

mailto:contact.stmarks@gmail.com
http://www.stmarksmansfield.org.uk/

