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The most famous mother of all is the Blessed Virgin Mary 
 

When the Angel Gabriel told her she was to give birth to the Son 
of God, Mary said: “I am the Lord’s servant. May it happen to me 
as you have said” Luke 1:38 
 

After the shepherds had sought out baby Jesus in the stable: 
“Mary remembered all these things and thought deeply about 
them.” Luke 2: 19 
 

After baby Jesus had been presented in the Temple: “The child's 
father and mother were amazed at the things Simeon said about 
him. Simeon blessed them and said to Mary, his mother, ‘This 
child is chosen by God for the destruction and the salvation of 
many in Israel. He will be a sign from God which many people will 
speak against and so reveal their secret thoughts. And sorrow, 
like a sharp sword, will break your own heart.’” Luke 2:33-36 
 

After Jesus at the age of 12 stayed behind to have discussions 
with the Church leaders in the Temple: 
“His parents were astonished when they saw him, and his mother 
said to him, ‘Son, why have you done this to us? Your father and I 
have been terribly worried trying to find you.’ 
He answered them, ‘Why did you have to look for me? Didn't you 
know that I had to be in my Father's house?’ But they did not 
understand his answer. 
So Jesus went back with them to Nazareth, where he was 
obedient to them. His mother treasured all these things in her 
heart. Jesus grew both in body and in wisdom, gaining favour 
with God and people.” Luke 2:48-52 
 

After Jesus had ascended into heaven: “Then the apostles went 
back to Jerusalem from the Mount of Olives, which is about half a 
mile away from the city. They entered the city and went up to the 
room where they were staying . . . They gathered frequently to 
pray as a group, together with the women and with Mary the 
mother of Jesus and with his brothers.” Acts 1:12-14 

See also today’s Gospel on page 6 
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ORDER OF SERVICE 
The Gathering 
 

Please stand when the bell rings ready to sing the first hymn 

Processional hymn 667: I danced in the morning 
The uniformed organisations present their flags during this hymn 
 

Please remain standing. The celebrant says: 
Praise God who loves us. 

Praise God who cares. 
 

Young people come forward with a large candle and light it, saying: 
We light this candle to remind us that the love of God is like a light in our 
darkness. 

Blessed be God for ever. 
We praise you, our God, for all mothers and carers who have loved and 
laughed and laboured as they looked after their children. 

Blessed be God for ever. 
We praise you, our God, for all mothers and carers who have wept in 
sorrow and joy for their children. 

Blessed be God for ever. 
We praise you, our God, for Jesus, born of a woman and nurtured in her 
love, and for Mary, a reminder of your patient, waiting love. 

Blessed be God for ever. 
 

Good mothers and carers Introduced by a leader 

Please sit 
 

The Sprinkling of Holy Water led by the celebrant 

Please stand 
 

Dear friends, 
This water will be used  
To remind us of our baptism. 
Let us ask God to bless it 
And to keep us faithful 
To the Spirit he has given us 
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God our Father, 
Your gift of water 
Brings life and freshness to the earth; 
It washes away our sins 
And brings us to eternal life. 
 

Father, we ask you now 
To bless this water. 
 

Give us your protection on this day 
Which you have made your own. 
Renew the living spring of your life within us 
And protect us in spirit and body, 
That we may be free from sin 
And come into your presence 
To receive your gift of salvation. 
 

The priest sprinkles him/her self and the people while we sing 

Hymn 263: Spirit of the living God 
 

The Absolution by the celebrant 
May the Father of all mercies 
cleanse you from your sins, 
and restore you in his image 
to the praise and glory of his name, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen 
 

Collect by the celebrant 

Praise God who loves us. 

Praise God who cares. 
God of compassion, 
whose Son Jesus Christ, the child of Mary, 
shared the life of a home in Nazareth, 
and on the cross drew the whole human family to himself: 
strengthen us in our daily living that in joy and in sorrow 
we may know the power of your presence to bind together and to heal; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

Amen 
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The Liturgy of the Word 
 

Readings by the young people 

Please be seated 
 

Old Testament reading: Proverbs 31:10-31 [from The Message Bible] 

This was written by the Prophet Solomon about 2500 years ago! 

HYMN TO A GOOD WIFE 
A good woman is hard to find, 
    and worth far more than diamonds. 
Her husband trusts her without reserve,  
    and never has reason to regret it. 
Never spiteful, she treats him generously 
    all her life long. 
She shops around for the best yarns and cottons, 
    and enjoys knitting and sewing. 
She’s like a trading ship that sails to faraway places 
    and brings back exotic surprises. 
She’s up before dawn, preparing breakfast 
    for her family and organizing her day. 
She looks over a field and buys it, 
    then, with money she’s put aside, plants a garden. 
First thing in the morning, she dresses for work, 
    rolls up her sleeves, eager to get started. 
She senses the worth of her work, 
    is in no hurry to call it quits for the day. 
She’s skilled in the crafts of home and hearth,  
    diligent in homemaking. 
She’s quick to assist anyone in need, 
    reaches out to help the poor. 
She doesn’t worry about her family when it snows; 
    their winter clothes are all mended and ready to wear. 
She makes her own clothing, 
    and dresses in colourful linens and silks. 
Her husband is greatly respected 
    when he deliberates with the city fathers. 
She designs gowns and sells them, 
    brings the sweaters she knits to the dress shops. 
Her clothes are well-made and elegant, 
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    and she always faces tomorrow with a smile. 
When she speaks she has something worthwhile to say, 
    and she always says it kindly. 
She keeps an eye on everyone in her household, 
    and keeps them all busy and productive. 
Her children respect and bless her; 
    her husband joins in with words of praise: 
“Many women have done wonderful things, 
       but you’ve outclassed them all!” 
Charm can mislead and beauty soon fades. 
The woman to be admired and praised 
    is the woman who lives in the Fear-of-GOD. 
Give her everything she deserves! 
 Festoon her life with praises! 
 

This is the word of the Lord.   

Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stand 

Hymn 656: He’s got the whole wide world in His hands 
During this hymn the Gospel procession moves up the aisle 
 

Please remain standing for the Gospel and turn towards the reader 
 

The Gospel reading: John 19:24-27 [from The Message Bible] 
Please remain standing 
 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John 

Glory to You, O Lord 
 

JESUS IS HANGING ON THE CROSS, SOON TO DIE 
While the soldiers were looking after themselves, Jesus’ mother, his aunt, 
Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene stood at the foot of the 
cross. Jesus saw his mother and the disciple he loved standing near her. 
He said to his mother, “Woman, here is your son.” Then to the disciple, 
“Here is your mother.” From that moment the disciple accepted her as his 
own mother. 
This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Mothers and Carers. What would we do without them? 
Please be seated. The choir moves to the nave  
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Our Prayers by two mothers 
Please sit or kneel 
As children of a loving God who always listens to our cries, 
let us pray to our Father in heaven. 
Loving God, you have given us the right to be called children of God. Help 
us to show your love in our homes that they may be places of love, 
security and truth. 

God of love, Hear our prayer. 

Loving God, Jesus, your Son, was born into the family of Mary and Joseph; 
bless all parents and all who care for children; strengthen those families 
living under stress and may your love be known where no human love is 
found. 

God of love, Hear our prayer. 

Loving God, we thank you for the family of the Church. We pray that all 
may find in her their true home; that the lonely, the marginalised, the 
rejected may be welcomed and loved in the name of Jesus. We pray for 
all in our Parish, particularly this week the people living in Clarence Street, 
Claymore Close and Clifford Street, that they may feel led to investigate 
‘that church by the traffic lights’. 

God of love, Hear our prayer. 

Loving God, as we see the brokenness of our world we pray for healing 
among the nations; for food where there is hunger; for freedom where 
there is oppression; for joy where there is pain; that your love may bring 
peace to all your children.  

God of love, Hear our prayer. 

Loving God, we ask that those suffering from illness or loneliness or 
depression may experience your comfort and peace.  
We pray for those who are unwell at this time: 
In a moment of silence we put these names before the Lord as well as 
those in need of support known only to ourselves. 

God of love, Hear our prayer. 

Loving God, we remember with affection loved ones who have cared for 
us and helped us along the path of life.  
Also, we remember those whose anniversaries of their deaths occur at 
this time:  
Walter Burton, Lucy Ann Hucklebridge, Betsy Johns, Frank Lee, Maria Z 
Carrington, Ada Ann Jennings, Geoffrey Leaning, Arthur Stafford, Kathleen 
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Tole, Gillian Tole. Nesta Lovat, Constance Searson, Eileen Dawes, John 
Croft, John Robert da Costa (p), Margaret Leatherland 
Rest eternal grant unto them O Lord 

And let light perpetual shine upon them 

Loving God, thank you for our mothers and for all 
who care for us. Thank you for the privilege of 
caring for others. Help us to reflect your love in all 
we do. 

Merciful Father, 

accept these prayers for the sake of your 
Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

 

The Liturgy of the Sacrament  
 

The Peace led by the celebrant 
Please stand 
  

Through the prophet Isaiah, God says, 
'As a mother comforts her child, so I will comfort you.' 
 

The peace of the Lord be always with you 

and also with you. 
Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 
We offer each other a sign of peace perhaps by shaking hands and 
exchanging kind words 
 

Hymn 264: The Spirit lives to set us free 
If you wish to give money for the work of St Mark’s please put your 
offering in the plate when it comes round during the singing of this hymn 
In the last verse, the children surround the altar with noisy instruments 
ready for the Eucharistic Prayer! 
 

Preparation of the Table 
Please remain standing 
 

Faithful God, receive all we offer you this day. 
May we so live the life of Christ 
that your Church may be a sign of salvation 
to all the nations of the world. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ the Lord. 

Amen. 
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Taking of Bread and Wine 
 Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation: 
through your goodness we have this bread to set before you, 
which earth has given and human hands have made. 
It will become for us the bread of life. 

Blessed be God for ever. 
  

Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation: 
through your goodness we have this wine to set before you, 
fruit of the vine and work of human hands. 
It will become for us the cup of salvation. 

Blessed be God for ever. 
 

The Eucharistic Prayer 
The Lord be with you 

and also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.  

We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give thanks and praise. 
And now we give you thanks 
because, by the power of the Holy Spirit, 
he took our nature upon him 
and was born of the Virgin Mary his mother, 
that being himself without sin, 
he might make us clean from all sin. 
With people from every race and nation, 
with the Church of all the ages, 
with apostles, evangelists and martyrs, 
we join the angels of heaven in their unending song: 

   Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Please sit or kneel 
Father of all, we give you thanks for every gift that comes from heaven.  
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To the darkness Jesus came as your light. 
With signs of faith and words of hope 
he touched untouchables with love and washed the guilty clean. 
This is his story. 

This is our song: 
Hosanna in the highest. 

The crowds came out to see your Son, 
yet at the end they turned on him.  

On the night he was betrayed 
he came to table with his friends 

to celebrate the freedom of your people. 
This is his story.  

This is our song: 
Hosanna in the highest. 

Jesus blessed you, Father, for the food; 
he took bread, gave thanks, broke it and said: 
This is my body, given for you all. 
Jesus then gave thanks for the wine; 
he took the cup, gave it and said: 
This is my blood, shed for you all 

for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this in remembrance of me.  
This is our story. 

This is our song: 
Hosanna in the highest. 

Therefore, Father, with this bread and this cup 
we celebrate the cross 
on which he died to set us free. 
Defying death he rose again 
and is alive with you to plead for us and all the world. 
This is our story. 

  This is our song: 
Hosanna in the highest. 

Send your Spirit on us now 
that by these gifts we may feed on Christ 

with opened eyes and hearts on fire. 
May we and all who share this food 
offer ourselves to live for you 
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and be welcomed at your feast in heaven 
where all creation worships you, 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit: 

 Blessing and honour and glory and power 
be yours for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 

Rejoicing in God’s new creation, so we pray: 
 

The Lord’s Prayer led by a young person 
 

Our Father in heaven. 

Thank you for loving me so much that Jesus died on the  
cross for me. You know me so well: all my weaknesses 
and all my strengths. 

Hallowed be your name, your kingdom come. 

I want to let you use me to tell others about you. 

Your will be done on earth as in heaven. 

Help me to understand what it is you want me to do.  Give me 
the courage to be willing to do whatever you ask of me. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Help me to trust you to enable me to do your will. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Forgive me if I have hurt others by what I have said or done. 

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

Don’t let me be swayed from doing your will. 
Protect me from anything that may harm me, 

For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, now and forever. 

Yes Lord, those are the things that really matter to me. 
Help me to be ready to work for them, whatever the cost. 
I know that you are always with me. Amen 
 

The Breaking of the Bread by the celebrant 
 

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 

Though we are many, we are one body, 
because we all share in one bread 
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Agnus Dei 
Lamb of God you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us 
Lamb of God you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us 
Lamb of God you take away the sin of the world, 
grant us peace. 
 

Giving of communion 
Draw near with faith. 
Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ 
which he gave for you, 
and his blood which he shed for you. 
Eat and drink 
in remembrance that he died for you, 
and feed on him in your hearts 
by faith with thanksgiving. 
 

All are invited to come up to the altar 
 

After the choir sing a Motet, please remain seated for the . . . 

Communion hymn: 775 Seek ye first the Kingdom of God 
 

Prayer after Communion led by the celebrant 

We sit or kneel 

Let us say together: 

Loving God, 
as a mother feeds her children at 

the breast 
you feed us in this sacrament with 

the food and drink of eternal 
life: 

help us who have tasted your 
goodness 

to grow in grace within the 
household of faith; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen  
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Blessing of the flowers by the celebrant 

The flowers are placed by the young people on the altar. 
Please stand. 
 

For our mothers, who gave us birth 

Thank you God 
For all who feed and nourish us 

Thank you God 
For all who comfort us when we are sad 

Thank you God 
For all who teach us how to live 

Thank you God 
For all who suffer when we go astray 

Thank you God 
 

Bless these flowers, and all who love and care for us, that those who 
receive them may know both our love and the love of God in their lives 
today and always. 

Amen 
 

All children and whole families are invited to the front. Everybody else sits. 
The flowers are given first to the young people who after the song will 
give them to their carers. 
We sing this song to our carers 
 

Mothers' Day Song led by Tristan Jones 
(Original Author Unknown, Sung to: "You are my sunshine") 
 

I love you mummy* 
My dearest mummy* 
You make me happy 
When I am sad 
I want to tell you 
I really love you! 
When I'm with you  
I am so glad! 

* If you wish, change ‘Mummy’ to the name of your carer 
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All mothers and carers are given flowers. 
When all carers have flowers, the celebrant leads us in saying together: 
 

Thank you God for all who love us now and in the past: 
thank you God for their care and concern; 
thank you God for the joys they have shared with us; 
thank you God for the pains they have borne for us; 
thank you God for all that they give us; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 

The Dismissal 
 

Hymn 533: All things bright and beautiful 
The uniformed organisations receive their flags during this hymn 
 

Please sit for . . . 

 Notices and Banns of Marriage 
. . . then stand for . . . 
 

The Blessing by the celebrant 

Praise God who loves us. 

Praise God who cares. 
 

May God, who gave birth to all creation, bless you: 
May God, who became incarnate by an earthly mother, bless you: 
May God, who broods as a mother over her children, bless you. 
May almighty God bless you, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
now and for ever. 

Amen. 
 

 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord  

In the name of Christ. Amen 
 

Once the choir, servers and priest, 
have left, please sit to hear the choir 
from the vestry and to enjoy the organ 
voluntary  
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Please join us for refreshments and the 

Fairtrade stall in the Hall after today’s service. 
 
 
 

Remember we meet to worship God at St Mark’s every 
Sunday at 9.30am. Children and young people go for their 
own time in the Hall during part of the service except on 

Youth Eucharist Sundays when they help lead the worship. 
Refreshments for all afterwards. 

 
The next services where the young people take part will be 

at 9.30am on Sundays 28 April and 19 May 2019 
 

Easter Day Eucharist followed by Easter Egg hunt 
9.30am Easter Sunday 21 April 

 
St Mark’s Church 

Nottingham Road, Mansfield NG18 1BP 
01623 628067 contact.stmarks@gmail.com 

www.stmarksmansfield.org.uk 
www.facebook.com/officialstmarkschurchmansfield 

 
 

If you wish, please take this 
booklet home with you  

mailto:contact.stmarks@gmail.com
mailto:contact.stmarks@gmail.com
http://www.stmarksmansfield.org.uk/
http://www.stmarksmansfield.org.uk/
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