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1. Reports from our Priest and Church Officers 
 

REPORT FROM REV JAMES CURRY, ASSOCIATE PRIEST 

As I write my second Annual Report as Associate Priest, I believe I can say 
it has been another happy year at St Mark's, one in which we have 
continued to do all those things we do to the best of our abilities and to 
begin to do new things that enhance our life together.  To begin, it is 
always good to welcome people to our church and the Henley Hall, and in 
the last year we have done this in various ways.  Our community outreach 
group, Church Without Walls, has continued to offer coffee mornings and 
to work on material to introduce St Mark's to new people moving into our 
community, and already there have been some positive responses to 
this.  Both High Oakham School and Sutton Road School have visited the 
church for services and other activities during the year, and we continue 
to build on our links with them. Last summer we also welcomed members 
of the Rotary Club and Rose Croix Chapter for services, and on several 
occasions in the year it was as ever a delight to host performances by the 
multitalented members of Cantamus. 

Last June we held a highly successful Garden Party, an event that was 
very enjoyable and that also raised some much-needed funds!  May I 
offer a big thank you to Val Gibbons and all who helped to organise this 
wonderful event which brought in families and members of the 
community as well as our own folk. 

Also, as you may know, as of last summer Liz Thomas from St Peter's was 
unable to continue to be involved in our community Toddlers Group on 
Tuesday afternoons.  However, some of us felt that it was important to 
keep this going as a further form of help and outreach to our local 
community.  So happily, varying numbers of young mothers, 
grandparents, and children gather with us each week for a fun time of 
friendship and support. My grateful thanks to David Ince, Jane Seals, 
Doreen Hall, Isobel Bounford, Judith Place and Ann Hurst for their 
invaluable help. 

Although I have written about this elsewhere in our Reports, I would also 
like to mention and offer my thanks to all who were involved in our Night 
Shelter provision, something that is very dear to my heart.  I am so proud 
of all at St Mark's for being willing to support this project - thank you! 

Our distinctive Anglo-Catholic worship is also an important aspect of our 
life together.  I believe our celebrations of the Church's major festivals 
and feast days is particularly special, and it has been a joy to be among 
you for these in the past year.  Could I give particular thanks to all who 
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made our Remembrance Day such a fine commemoration in the 
Centenary Year through the worship and the display of 
memorabilia.  Most assuredly, 'We Shall Remember Them.'  We are 
especially fortunate to have such a gifted and dedicated choir to help lead 
our worship, and I am grateful to all the members for their faithful 
contribution to our Parish eucharist and regular services of Choral 
Evensong.  We have been fortunate to have had the services of Gemma 
Marshall as our Organist and Director of Music for six months.  Sadly, due 
to family commitments, Gemma felt it was right to stand down from the 
post at the beginning of March, but I wanted to record our thanks for the 
way her talents have enhanced our worship.  We have also been 
incredibly fortunate that our former Organist and Director of Music, Mike 
Smith, was able and willing to recommence the role the week after 
Gemma left!  I look forward to working with Mike in the weeks and 
months to come.  On behalf of us all, can I also thank Val Gibbons and 
Terry Holt for their generous contribution to our musical life over the past 
year. 

We are also blessed to have the services of our Sacristans, Terry and Joan 
Fletcher, and our body of servers to assist with our worship so 
regularly.  My thanks to them all, as well as to Oliver Foreman, John Irons, 
and the members of our Boys' Brigade for all they contribute towards our 
Youth Eucharist each month, surely a regular highlight for many in our 
worshipping life. My thanks to Oliver as well for his unstinting work on 
the news sheet each week and for printing different services as required.   

But, of course, all of this is undergirded by those who care so faithfully for 
the fabric of our buildings and who contribute so regularly to our life 
together.  Our thanks again to John Irons, and to David Boot and Danny 
Inkle, for their skill in relation to the running repairs of our buildings, and 
to Julia Holloway and all who are involved in the Big and Mini Cleans.  And 
let us not forget all who serve coffee on Sunday mornings - an invaluable 
service!  Finally, as ever my thanks to our Church Wardens, John Irons and 
David Ince, our Treasurer, Michael Longdon, and all the members of the 
PCC for their unfailing support.  We are indeed fortunate to have so many 
gifted and willing members within our church community. 

Our life together is very rich and full, and as members of St Mark's I 
believe we have much to thank God for and to celebrate as a Christian 
community.  Let us have the courage to move on in hope and in faith 
towards all that God may bring to us, knowing that God only ever works 
for good for those who truly love him. 

Fr. James [01623 628067] 
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CHURCHWARDEN’S REPORT (GENERAL) 

Over the past year it has been good to welcome new members who have 
contributed to the witness and worship of our church. 

Other reports will be more detailed but important work continues 
through Church Without Walls -including the coffee mornings, Toddlers' 
Group and the Community Garden. Beyond the church walls Framework 
and Christian Aid take us out into the community and links are growing 
stronger with the two schools in our parish – High Oakham and Sutton 
Road. Both schools held Christmas services at St Mark's and will be 
visiting during the year to learn more about Easter and the church itself. 
'Welcome to St Mark's' leaflets have been prepared, and delivered, to all 
the new houses springing up in our parish and, shortly, there will be a 
new welcome brochure at the back of church. Even the noticeboards 
facing Nottingham Road have had a face-lift! 

Youth work in church continues to grow and there have been excellent 
services on a monthly basis during the year. Thanks in particular to Oliver 
and his team – firstly for the services which are appreciated by all who 
attend; Crib & Christingle in particular was an occasion to remember. 
Secondly for the regular news-sheets that keep everyone well informed. 
These appear on our web-site which is kept up-to-date by Julia Holloway. 
Julia is also responsible for organising the group that regularly cleans and 
polishes the church on a Saturday morning. Everyone is welcome to help. 

Thanks go to Terry Fletcher and his team of servers who prepare the 
church for all our services, including weddings and funerals. Many 
members of the congregation have also said how much they appreciate 
the choir's contribution which enhances our worship. 

We are grateful to Michael Longdon who, as treasurer, keeps us afloat 
although his latest report does give cause some concern. He also oversees 
our Safeguarding matters. 

John Irons puts so much of his time and effort in and around church and it 
would not be possible to say how much money he has saved us. There's 
no end to his work as his plans for the future include a toilet in the vestry 
thereby saving a quite long and possibly wet journey to the hall. Other 
modifications are planned at the west end of the church. 

Finally, our thanks to Father James who has settled in with us leading us 
quietly, but firmly, through the year. 

David Ince, Churchwarden [01623 644325; d.ince3@ntlworld.com] 
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CHURCHWARDEN’S REPORT (FABRIC) 

The west window of the Henley Hall has now been fully refurbished 
thanks to the generosity of many in the congregation. The decorative 
window guards have yet to be fully fitted. Also, one of the broken panes 
in the high dormers has been renewed. Work is still required on the 
remaining 15 dormer windows. 

Work has been done on both notice boards, thanks to generous workers. 

The re-ordering of the Church has taken a few steps forward. Plans have 
been drawn for the possible addition of an accessible toilet in the corner 
of the vestry. Already we have one quotation which seems reasonable. To 
ward off fears that the toilet will be noisy etc etc I can assure all that this 
has been well thought about and taken care of. We await further 
quotations before applying for a Faculty. Plans for hand rails to assist folk 
up the steps of the south entrance have been drawn and a quotation has 
been received and we await a further quotation. 

A drawing has been made of the possible closing off of the Narthex-Nave 
but it is only a layman’s sketch and we have yet to engage an architect for 
an expert view; however, we do have an interested and capable party 
who would like to quote when plans have been drawn. Similarly, the 
possible kitchenette on the Narthex wall. 

Work has been done to the walls above both main entrances. The plaster 
there was in danger of falling off. Thanks to Danny and David. 

The temporary memorial lighting has yet to be formalised with a Faculty 
to make it permanent. 

Thanks to all those who have given 
their time to ensure that the gardens 
are well maintained. 

Trees in front of the Church are still a 
thorn in our side as they create much 
work and obscure the building during 
the summer months. The District 
Conservation Officer was concerned 
about the copper beech being now 
too close to the Church. This is 
ongoing. 

John Irons, Churchwarden 
[01623 661735] 

Garden Party June 2018 > 
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ST MARK’S PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL 

There has been a very good attendance of members to the 6 weekly 
meetings over the past year in the Henley Hall, to discuss and decide on 
the various issues brought up by members of the church. 

Our focuses this year have been on the ONELIFE Event due to take place 
in September and continuing forward into the future; The Mansfield 
Winter Night Shelter Project; Safeguarding and Health and Safety, reports 
of which are in the booklet; Finance; Fundraising; Mission; and new 
building proposals i.e. small kitchen area in church, doors in the Narthex; 
toilet in the choir vestry and hand rails for the South entrance. 

Church Without Walls has regularly held coffee mornings in the Henley 
Hall, raising very respectable funds, and the Garden Party held on June 
16th proved successful and profitable; these events showing teamwork 
and community spirit within our congregation. 

Due to fund raising for Christian Aid in May and the organising the 
ONELIFE Event in September it has been decided not to repeat the 
Summer Garden Party this year, but instead, have a Christmas Fayre in 
November. 

Still to be discussed is, creating closer ties with St. Peter's regarding 
admin. and management and to find someone who could take 
responsibility for publicity, to raise our church profile. 

Val Gibbons PCC Secretary 
[07802 443268; valerie-gibbons@hotmail.co.uk] 

 
 
SAFEGUARDING 

Since my report this time last year, we have several members who have 
attended the C1 and C2 training which keeps us legal for dealing with 
Young and Vulnerable People. However, I would like to encourage one or 
two of our younger members to attend these courses to give us a wider 
coverage. 

If anyone would like to attend one of the C1 courses please just ask for 
the dates. These courses are free and are organised through our Diocese 
in different locations so you can pick the one closest to you. 

Michael Longdon, Safeguarding Officer 
 [01623 378990; michaellongdon@sky.com] 
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TREASURER’S REPORT  

As many of you will already be aware our financial year runs from the 1st 
of January until the 31st of December each year so the figures I report are 
those for the year ending 31st of December 2018. 

Unfortunately, again I have to issue a financial warning that our 
expenditure is excess of our receipts which are shown in the financial 
statement for this last financial year. These accounts have been examined 
by Mr. P. Gibbons for whose support we are extremely grateful. 

The table below shows both our receipts and our expenses. Although our 
Income has risen, unfortunately so have our expenses; the one point is 
that during this year we should notice a reduction in our energy 
consumption even though we have had both heating and lighting on 
throughout every Wednesday night during the operation of the Homeless 
Night Shelter. 

 

Receipts 2018 

Planned Giving £24,364.00 

Collections and Other Giving £  3,822.32 

VAT Recovered £  1,018.44 

Income Tax Recovered £  9,956.63 

Donations £  1,522.10 

Fees for Concerts and Use of Facilities £  4,207.77 

Fee’s £  1,307.77 

Bank & CBF Deposit Fund £  1,025.40 

Total Receipts £47,224.43 

  

Payments / Expenses  

Diocesan Parish Share £33,000.00 

Church / Hall Running Expenses £  7,952.22 

Clergy Expenses £  1,439.94 

Energy Costs £  6,150.49 

Honorarium £  1,200.00 

Church, hall & Churchyard Maintenance £  1,094.00 

Total Payments / Expenses £50,836.65 

  

Excess of Receipts over Payments (£  3,612.22) 

 

This year we have seen an increase of 3 planned givers (direct debit) to 
39. I would like to encourage more members of our congregation to 
transfer their giving to a direct debit.  
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Out of these 39 planned givers there are still only nine who give £100.00 
or above each month. It is now time that those members of our 
congregation who make no or little financial contribution to the running 
of St Mark’s to give some careful consideration as to what they really 
want. The future existence of St Mark’s is in our hands! It is down to all of 
us to re-evaluate what we are giving, for this church to survive and 
continue as the vibrant beacon of Christianity which we have become! 

The congregation at St Mark’s has a reputation for its generosity and over 
the years has supported many appeals. However, as I stated last year, 
now is the time for an appeal just for St Mark’s, and for us all to consider 
how much we value our Parish Church. Churchwarden John has some 
exciting proposals for alterations and modification within the church but 
this will all take money. If we cannot attract outside financial support for 
these proposals, then some will not come to fruition due to the lack of 
financial support of some members of our congregation.  

Michael Longdon, Treasurer [01623 378990; michaellongdon@sky.com] 

 

HEALTH AND SAFETY 

After one year of regular meetings, the health and safety sub-committee 
had achieved their main objectives. Consequently, it was decided in 
October that the committee would recess and that future meetings 
would be convened ad hoc.  

Nevertheless, it had been a fairly busy time and, among other things, the 
following were accomplished. 

Evacuation procedures and plans for both the church and Henley Hall 
have been prepared and posted along with several other relevant signs. 
The plans also include the location and types of fire extinguishers and the 
first aid boxes. Note that information is available in the hall kitchen 
detailing the uses (and prohibitions) for the different extinguisher types. 

A procedure for safe handling of used drug paraphernalia occasionally 
found on church premises was agreed and a disposal log devised. 
(Located, with equipment, in the lobby behind the kitchen.) 

Concerns were raised over the use of tables for merchandising and 
refreshments in the narthex when the church is used for concerts. It was 
feared that they could become congested and an obstruction in the event 
of an emergency evacuation. The booking form was amended and now 
contains a prohibition. 

Recognising that there is no wheelchair access to St Mark’s from the gate 
on Nottingham Road, a sign has been posted on the wall nearby directing 
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users around the church to the ramp outside the north door. This was 
kindly up-loaded to the website by Julia Holloway who also pointed out 
that it should contain a caution about possible traffic using the church car 
park and should name the surrounding roads. (Thank you Julia.) 

As safeguarding officer, Michael Longdon raised concerns about lone 
working in the parish and a separate policy and procedure specifically 
addressing this was produced. As there were some areas which 
duplicated the existing policy and procedure, the latter were revised. The 
revisions clearly refer to lone working on church premises, as opposed to 
working unaccompanied in the community where risks are somewhat 
different.  

New risk assessments are prepared whenever needed to manage any 
perceived risks. For example: prior to using the hall for overnight 
accommodation, also the safe use sparklers at the toddlers’ group. 

A process for testing smoke and carbon monoxide alarms in the hall is 
established. There are no detectors in the church. 

Also for testing the alarm in the disabled toilet. Please note that there 
have been instances when the alarm cord has been tied up, out of the 
way. This defeats the objective as the cord must be accessible to anyone 
lying on the floor. 

Some emergency lights, intended to illuminate when main power fails, 
were found to be faulty. The batteries were ‘tired’ and not charging. John 
Irons sourced replacements, and, with intrepid use of his ladder, changed 
the batteries. Than you John. 

Remember, there are accident books in both the sacristy and hall kitchen. 
It is good practice to record even the smallest incidents as they can be 
indicative of more serious problems developing. Record them, please! 

As I noted last year, St Mark’s community seems to have an excellent 
safety record, which continues – but a reminder: complacency can be a 
dangerous enemy! 

So, please be vigilant and don’t hesitate to bring any health or safety 
matter causing concern to my attention or that of either of the church 
wardens, in confidence if necessary. 

Finally, my thanks for their invaluable assistance to the H&S sub-
committee members; Fr James Curry, John Irons, David Ince and 
especially Alan Parker who prepared agendas and meticulously recorded 
minutes. 
Andrew Parks, Health and Safety Officer 
[01623 843197; 07912 688224; andparks@sky.com] 
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2. Facilitating our Worship 
 
ALTAR SERVERS 

I am grateful for the continued loyal support of our serving team – Terry; 
Clive; Barry and Jane. I am also grateful for the number of others who 
have helped us out, often without warning. I apologise for not naming 
them because I could miss someone out unintentionally. 

The aim of the servers is to help set the scene for the service and assist in 
the smooth running. This is particularly of importance as we approach 
Holy Week. On Palm Sunday they are required to follow the donkey from 
St Peter’s to St Mark’s and lead into the church. On Maundy Thursday we 
have preparation for the ceremony of washing the feet of the disciples, a 
moving experience, followed by preparation of the altar of repose, panic 
and stripping the main altar. Whereas Maundy Thursday is a very busy 
service, Good Friday is a much quieter service as we reflect on the sad 
events. Holy Sunday is then a joyous celebration of the resurrection of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. I hope that my disability does not cause concern 
and detract from the reverence of the service. 

We appeal for anyone who would like to serve, particularly on a regular 
basis, to make it known to any of the serving team so that we can 
continue the tradition of St Mark’s in Mansfield. I personally have always 
found that it helps to understand the biblical story, because one’s 
attention if we only listen is limited. It increases if we have visual aids but 
if we are involved in the activity of the whole service that is when our 
understanding is greater. Thank you all. 

Russell Seals 
 
CHURCH FLOWERS 

On behalf of our Parish, I would like to say a huge thank you to all those 
who arrange the floral displays we enjoy and bring a beauty to St Mark’s. I 
would also like to take this opportunity to say thank you to all of those 
who have contributed so generously in support of our floral displays. 

Many years ago we used to have flower festivals. Perhaps it might be a 
good time to hold another. Yes, it can be time consuming but with some 
careful planning and a few willing hands it can bring people into our 
church. Again, if anyone would be interested in this project please see me 
so that we can judge the response. 

Michael Longdon [01623 378990; michaellongdon@sky.com] 
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CAR PARKING 

The last couple of years we have had a donation made to us for up to 4 
cars to park in the church car park. Previously, we have kept it at the 
same price of £150 for the year’s parking though recently we have 
managed to up the donation to £160 this year. 

We also have people parking on a regular basis for various donations 
while the Mansfield Town FC are playing at home. 

We haven’t managed to catch anyone parking at Church that shouldn’t be 
for a few months now, so it is good the word is getting around that the 
Church car park is primarily for people who wish to use the Church or 
Henley Community Hall. The downside to this is that we currently do not 
have any money coming in from this, although we do still have two 
outstanding fines at the time of writing this which date back to over a 
year ago. 

All who regularly attend St Mark’s or activities in the Henley Community 
Hall are entitled to a free pass for their car, thus avoiding a parking fine. If 
you do not have a pass, please contact me. 

Adam Shaw [07707 548449; adamshaw87@outlook.com] 
 
 
CHURCH CLEANING 

We have 5 Big Cleans a year, when we get ready for 
festivals or other times and 5 Mini Cleans a year, when we 
concentrate on carpets, brasses and specific areas of 
Church to give them a thorough clean. 

This system seems to be working well and our Church is much cleaner.  

I am very grateful to our dedicated and happy band of cleaners who clean 
so cheerfully.  

If you would like to join us please turn up on one of our cleaning sessions 
which are from 10am – 12.30pm, please come in through the vestry door. 

All the chairs have brass hooks and all the kneelers now hang behind the 
chairs and I’m grateful to those who regularly check to see they are 
hanging properly. 

Julia Holloway [01623 414616; 07729 507328; julia.holloway@btinternet.com] 
Church cleaning Saturdays (10-12.30) for the remainder of 2019: 13 April; 25 
May; 29 June; 3 August; 7 September; 19 October; 23 November 

 
  

mailto:julia.holloway@btinternet.com
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MUSIC 

It has been a privilege and a joy to keep our precious music tradition at St 
Mark’s thriving over the past year. 

This has been possible because of the hard work, dedication and 
commitment of the choir members. Practices have been a delight and the 
choir’s eagerness to learn and respond to my challenges have resulted in 
growing confidence. It has been particularly rewarding to achieve higher 
standards of musicality and sensitivity. Socially, we have grown into a 
happy and caring group. Special thanks go to Val Gibbons for being so 
supportive in accompanying us, both at practices and services. 

It was good to welcome Gemma, both as a person and as our organist. 
She encouraged us to widen our repertoire and always played beautifully 
for our services. We were sad to see here leave so soon, due to the 
demands of her young family. 

The choir has taken on the challenge of new and more demanding 
repertoire with great aplomb, something we hope to continue in the 
future. 

Thanks again to the Music Group (Isobel Bounford, Terry Holt, Su Evans, 
June Holt and David Ince) for their special contributions to the Youth 
Services. 

Our joint Evensongs with St Peter’s have continued, with the major input 
from St Mark’s choir. Many thanks to John Marriott for his kindness and 
co-operation and for his splendid organ accompaniments. 

A special ‘thank you’ to Fr James for his support and his musical 
contributions to the Eucharists and Evensongs. 

It has recently been very encouraging for all of us to receive appreciative 
comments from the servers and members of the congregation. 

It is now time for me to re-
join the basses as we warmly 
welcome Mike Smith’s 
return. 

Terry Holt [01623 640092] 
Choir practice usually takes 
place on Thursdays at 7.30pm 

and on Sundays at 9am. 
Further information from 

Director of Music Mike Smith 
01777 707052 

St Mark’s choir January 2019> 
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PASTORAL CARE GROUPS 

As a congregation, the people of St Mark's are a very caring group and we 
all look out for each other. Unfortunately, just like any other large group 
of people we can sometimes fall into the trap of assuming that someone 
else has noticed that one of us is missing from the services on a regular 
basis and has mentioned it to Father James or the Churchwardens. 

To try and stop any one of us falling through the net the Pastoral Care 
Groups were set up several years ago, the idea being that the 
congregation was split into small groups who kept a watchful eye out for 
each other, passing any concerns on to a their 'group leader', who would 
in turn pass this to Father James. 

The list of groups is on the notice board in the Narthex. Please look at it 
and try and keep an eye on your group members, but do not restrict 
yourselves just to your group. If you do notice someone is missing 
regularly or appears to be struggling in some way please let that group 
leader know and let us continue to do what we do really well. CARE 

Barbara Spybey [07854 296783] 
 

SICK LIST 

We do try to keep the list of those who need especial prayers up to date, 
but it is difficult if people do not tell us anything! When prayers are 
needed, we do get told sometimes - thank you, that is great - but rarely if 
the person recovers or sadly dies. Quite often someone will say ‘why is AB 
still on the sick list, she’s back to work and fine, or -worse - he died 3 
weeks ago’. Jane and Rosemarie do need to be told, please try to do that 
so the list is as current as possible. Thank you. 

Rosemarie Tomes 
The list of those particularly needing prayer may be found in a folder at the 

back of Church. If you wish to add a name, please inform Rosemarie Tomes or 
Jane Seals. In an emergency, please contact Fr James [01623 628067] or the 

churchwardens John Irons [01623 661735] and David Ince [01623 644325]. 

 
 

 
  

Church Without Walls 

Coffee Morning 
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INTERCESSORS AND BIBLE READERS 

For three of the four weeks a month, a member of the congregation gets 
up during the Sunday morning Eucharist and offers a variety of prayers on 
our behalf. On the remaining week the young people do a great and 
amazing job of it as well. 

Sadly, the list of intercessors has become very short - people have moved 
away, or feel less able to do it. At present I think there are only about half 
a dozen able and willing. Please, if you could consider doing this once in a 
while, make yourself known. It is not time consuming, you need to have 
some idea of what is especially needful for us to pray about as a public 
group, and pray about those ideas. You will get a copy of the Sunday 
leaflet in advance, keep an eye on the headlines and say as much or as 
little as you can. There are lists of the sick and the Years Mind ready in the 
Narthex to help and, of course, advice is available. 

It is a great privilege and delight to do it, so don’t be shy, give it a go – and 
help the worship here at St Mark’s be even more meaningful to us all. 

Similarly, volunteers are needed for Sunday morning Bible readings. The 
passage is given to you in advance to sort out any long words! Please 
prayerfully consider joining the rota. 

Rosemarie Tomes 
The list of weekly Readers and Intercessors is devised by Michael Longdon 
[01623 378990; michaellongdon@sky.com]. Please speak to Michael to find 

out more. 

 
 
YEARS MIND 

The Years Mind is the list of respected and/or loved departed. The names 
are contained in a folder at the back of Church, listed by the date of 
death. Names whose anniversaries occur in the previous week are read 
out during the prayers every Sunday morning. 

If you would like to add anybody to the list, please contact Oliver 
Foreman. 

Oliver Foreman  
[01623 439612*; 07804 691792*; oldchap1948@gmail.com 
*Because of deafness Oliver does not answer the phone. Please text, email or leave a 
voicemail message] 

  

mailto:michaellongdon@sky.com
mailto:oldchap1948@gmail.com
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SACRISTAN 

Firstly, I need to say a big thankyou to Joan and Clive for all the help they 
give me week in week out. 

Wednesday morning is generally the day we can be found in Church doing 
Sacristy jobs. Here are just some of the things we do: set up for the 
Thursday Morning Said Mass; getting the readings and the Gospel reading 
ready; cleaning the wax off the drip tray for the prayer candles; emptying 
the burnt charcoal and incense from the Thurible; keeping the Holy Water 
stoops topped up; keeping the Oil Candles topped up; making sure that 
the Book of Remembrance is on the correct page; emptying the bins. 
There are of course stock items that need to be kept watch of so that we 
don't run out, things like charcoal, incense, altar wine, lamp oil, tapers, 
communion hosts and numerous sorts of candles. 

The Church Year begins with the First Sunday in Advent. The Advent 
Crown is put into place by the Altar (back to its former position) and the 
candles fitted, all the Altars are changed to the liturgical colour purple 
and the Priest’s Vestments set out. Also in December there are usually 
several Carols by Candlelight Services and for that we fit the 
candleholders to the Choir stalls. Christmas Eve afternoon is usually busy 
with the Crib Service and Christingle, and when that is finished all the 
altars need to be changed from Purple to White ready for Midnight Mass 
and Christmas. 

As we move through the Church Year it’s a matter of keep checking the 
Lectionary so that we try to stay one step ahead and are ready for the 
next change of colour. 

I hope this gives you a brief idea of how things work. If you would like to 
know more or if you have some time free to help once in a while it would 
be great to hear from you. 

Terry Fletcher, Sacristan [01623 635758] 

 

 

< Donations for 
Framework to be 

passed on to the 
homeless at Harvest 

Thanksgiving 
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SIDESPEOPLE 

The folk who make up the sidespeople’s rota perform one of the most 
important tasks at St Mark’s; they welcome and endeavour to put at ease 
those who are entering Church to join in our worship. 

Each pair of people is normally on duty one Sunday morning a month 
(though it is not unusual to fill in at other times). You must arrive at least 
30 minutes before the service and prepare about 50 hymn books with the 
service booklet, pew sheet and any other leaflets required that week. 

Keeping a watchful eye on both entrance doors, with a big smile you 
meet and greet people as you hand them their books. Newcomers may, 
for example, need directing to a seat or showing the location of the 
toilets or assurance there will be coffee in the Hall after the service or an 
explanation of the provision for children. 

During the service, sidespeople should watch out for latecomers and deal 
with any unexpected problems. During the third hymn, the collection is 
taken and presented to the priest. 

After the service, books are collected from the congregation who should 
be encouraged to go over to the Hall for refreshments. The books and 
papers must be put away and the Church left nice and tidy, keeping an 
eye out for any valuables that have been left behind. 

We are always looking for extra people to join this small yet important 
team. Would you consider it? 

Doreen Hall / Judith Place, Sidesladies 
If you wish to consider becoming a sidesperson, please speak to one of our 
churchwardens, John Irons [01623 661735] or David Ince [01623 644325]. 

 

  

St Mark’s stream of 

poppies for 
Remembrance 

Sunday 2018 
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SUNDAY MORNING REFRESHMENTS 

After our Sunday morning worship, we like to meet in the Hall for a drink 
and a chat. Hot drinks and biscuits are normally served each week by two 
people whose turn on the rota comes up about every six weeks. Would 
you go on the rota? Please have a word with Sheila Shorthose or the 
churchwardens. 

Tea, coffee, squash and biscuits are provided (the cupboard keys are held 
by Sheila and the churchwardens) but the team on duty must bring along 
milk. The cost can be claimed from people’s donations. 

Before the service, the urn must be filled with cold water and at first put 
on HIGH. Before going across for the service, turn down the urn to 3. The 
cups and saucers should be set out ready. 

People on duty usually leave the service during the last hymn. They need 
to make sure the urn is boiling and fill up the jugs with hot water for 
coffee and mash the tea. Biscuits, milk and sugar are placed so people can 
take what they need. A bowl is left for people to make donations to cover 
the costs. 

Afterwards, everything must be washed up and put away. It is very 
important the kitchen is left as you would wish to find it. The two people 
on duty should count the donations (usually between £5 and £11) and 
give the money to Sheila or John Irons. 

If anyone has an allergy, please let Sheila know so where possible 
alternatives can be provided. 

All this is happening in the kitchen so that others can relax after the 
service and enjoy a drink and a chat in the Hall. Please join the team! 

Sheila Shorthose [01623 611734] 

 

 
 

 
Rainbow over St Mark’s 

December 2018 
Photo taken by Terry 

Hurst. Copies available  
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3. Keeping Us Informed 
 

EMAIL UPDATES 

Normally once a week, a St Mark’s news update is sent out to 73 email 
addresses. Positive feedback indicates that many people appreciate this. 

Because of the new EU data regulations, during the past year everyone 
who receives this service has had to sign a form. Because of this, I was 
expecting the number of recipients to dwindle, but in fact there are now 
far more than a year ago. 

Oliver is always pleased to receive information to include in the weekly 
update. Because of his deafness, it is best to communicate by email or 
text or a voicemail message. 

If you would like to join the list, please inform Oliver with your email 
address. You will have to complete a data form, however. Your contact 
information will only be used by officers of St Mark’s Church to contact 
you about church related matters and will not be passed on to any other 
person or body. You can stop receiving updates and have your details 
removed immediately from our database by informing the 
churchwardens or Oliver Foreman. 

Oliver Foreman  
[01623 439612*; 07804 691792*; oldchap1948@gmail.com 
*Because of deafness Oliver does not answer the phone. Please text, email or leave a 
voicemail message] 

 
WAR MEMORIAL BOOK 

Our War Memorial Book is on the table in the Narthex. 
Please look at it. It commemorates all those from St Aidan’s 
(daughter Church now no longer in existence) and St Mark’s 
Church who gave their lives for us.  

It was very useful for the Centenary commemorations last year.  

On Remembrance Sunday 2018 all the names of those on our War 
Memorials were read out at the Act of Remembrance. 

This is part of the Nottinghamshire Great War Roll of Honour project and 
is a permanent tribute to local men and women who died during the First 
World War.  

The Roll of Honour project links the Trent to the Trenches and 
commemorates Nottinghamshire’s contribution to the Great War.  

Julia Holloway [01623 414616; 07729 507328; julia.holloway@btinternet.com] 

mailto:oldchap1948@gmail.com
mailto:julia.holloway@btinternet.com
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FACEBOOK  www.facebook.com/officialstmarkschurchmansfield 

I would like to take you back to the booklet that was produced for the 
AGM last year . . . My aim was that between writing that and writing the 
one for this year was for us to get 100 likes on our Church Facebook page. 
Well, here’s the good news. We got the 100 Facebook likes and more; in 
fact, we more than doubled the target I set, we are now on 215 likes on 
the page. Ideally, I would like it if we could get 300 likes in this next year. 

Back in December (although we didn’t realise we weren’t allowed at the 
time) we put a post on our Facebook page with the locations of the 
Mansfield winter night shelters, which must have touched a lot of people 
throughout Mansfield. To our astonishment, that one post went viral, 
being seen by more than 100,000 people and being shared by more than 
2,000 people and from that one post we had people contacting the page 
with how they can get involved in donating to help the homeless. 

Last year on the Boy’s Brigade Annual Camp some of the parents of the 
younger boys enjoyed tuning in on a nightly basis for a live streaming of 
sections of camp songs and cocoa. 

During the last couple of months I have also been trying to put on the 
Facebook page part or all of the gospel reading, along with a selection of 
photos from the monthly Youth Service organised by Tristan Jones and 
David Boot. 

Adam Shaw [07707 548449; adamshaw87@outlook.com] 
 

PEW SHEET AND PRINTING 

A new pew sheet is produced every week ready for the Sunday morning 
service. It contains information about the service and news of people and 
forthcoming events. 

Please ensure Oliver Foreman is informed so that the pew sheet contains 
all relevant information. Because of his deafness, he does not always pick 
up topics from conversations and notices given out in Church but is 
always happy to receive an email, written note, text message or phone 
voicemail with matters to include in the pew sheet. 

About a year ago we at last obtained a new photocopier. It is far more 
modest than what we had before (for instance, we now have to staple 
booklets manually) but adequate for our needs, though the cost of toner 
is causing upset to our treasurer. 

In addition to the pew sheet, the photocopier produces service booklets, 
leaflets, posters, administrative sheets and ‘special editions’ such as was 
produced for Remembrance Sunday. 

http://www.facebook.com/officialstmarkschurchmansfield
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Thank you to those who have continued to provide paper for the 
photocopier. As far as I am aware, printing paper has not cost the Church 
anything in recent years. 

There is no doubt that producing the pew sheet week in, week out is a 
burden. If you could take over perhaps for a few weeks, please let Oliver 
know. 

Oliver Foreman  
[01623 439612*; 07804 691792*; oldchap1948@gmail.com 
*Because of deafness Oliver does not answer the phone. Please text, email or leave a 
voicemail message] 

 

WEBSITE www.stmarksmansfield.org.uk 

All the logos and posters used on the website have been 
designed and made by me.  

I try to keep the website up to date. PDF copies of Pew leaflets and Rotas 
are inserted as soon as possible, together with PDFs of new Service 
Booklets used for special services, especially the monthly one when our 
young people play a prominent part. Lower down the Diary/News/Events 
page are the monthly Diocesan Nifty Notes and any relevant Diocesan 
Updates which are sent to me weekly.  

New pages have been added and other pages updated – Safeguarding (a 
separate page with details of Safeguarding for our Parish, the Diocese and 
the Church of England), Fairtrade, Children’s Society, Framework and Our 
Links with the Diocese of Jerusalem (under St Mark’s Community). 

Links to the Church of England and Diocesan websites are on the 
Welcome page, also for http://www.achurchnearyou.com/ and the 
Church House Publishing free Daily Prayer app 
www.churchofengland.org/prayer-worship/join-us-in-daily-prayer.aspx 

St Mark’s Blog has many different entries and can be read as a complete 
document by scrolling all the way down or by choosing a category (which 
are at the right-hand side of the blog page) so that all the entries on a 
specific category can be read. 

I am grateful to Isobel Bounford who posts items and pictures on the St 
Mark’s Blog about the Green and Wild activities. Have a look at the table 
in the Narthex for the various certificates and book Isobel has put there. 

I send jpeg posters of Notices, Church Services, Events etc (which I make 
to go on the website) to Tristan and Adam for them to put them on the St 
Mark’s Facebook page if they wish. 

Julia Holloway [01623 414616; 07729 507328; julia.holloway@btinternet.com] 

mailto:oldchap1948@gmail.com
mailto:julia.holloway@btinternet.com
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4. Adult Activities 
 

CHURCH WITHOUT WALLS 

One definition of 'Church' is the collective body of all Christians, so we 
could say that the Church of St Mark's Mansfield is not the building but us 
- the congregation. 

Church Without Walls is a small group from the congregation who are 
looking at ways to engage with the community around us; to break down 
the walls of the 'Church building' and make people aware that we, the 
congregation, are here and that we are a friendly and welcoming group of 
people. 

There are several hundred new houses being built within the parish 
currently and over the next couple of years. CWW have designed and had 
professionally printed a 'Welcome to your New Home' card. Several have 
already been delivered to occupied houses and we have had one family 
engage with us. In addition to the welcome card, the group have been 
developing an information 'leaflet' about St Marks which will be handed 
out to visitors to the Church. 

Both the welcome card and information leaflet have been purchased 
using a small part of the funds raised by the coffee mornings which have 
been held on a regular basis. 

Not only have members of the congregation been generous in supplying 
cakes and buying them, but they have been on hand to welcome visitors 
in the Henley Hall on those Saturday mornings. To date the coffee 
mornings have raised several hundred pounds towards the work of 
'Church Without Walls' and have seen many new faces coming through 
the door. 

These are just the beginning of our mission to engage with the local 
community, and we need to look for new innovative ideas to open our 
doors and remove the barrier of the 'Church walls' to all age groups. 

Barbara Spybey [07854 296783] 

Dates for Coffee Mornings (Saturdays 10am-noon): 18 May; 20 July; 21 Sept 

 

CRAFTY CAKES  

Our planet is only little but how beautiful it is! We’re all becoming more 
conscious of the need to do more to use fewer resources and consume 
less. Thus the new year has been a good place to start down the rabbit 
hole of a ‘’Zero Waste’’ journey – the theme for 2019. 

In the last 12 months, a few examples of our activities are: we’ve made 
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coasters out of recycled newspaper and magazines; using origami 
techniques, we made bio-degradable seedling pots; we created 
sustainable food wraps from fabric scraps and bees-wax; and we made 
goat’s milk soap from 100% natural ingredients. Our outing was to 
Southwell Minster, to admire the magnificent ‘’Threads through 
Revelation’’ exhibition of Jacqui Parkinson. 

The Crafty Cakes Group meet on the first Saturday of most months, 
sharing the valuable resource of the Henley Hall with the Junior Wildlife 
Watch Group. We have increased our donation p/p from £2.00 to £2.50, 
to better support the on-going costs of the Hall. Our number of regular 
friends has increased. 

Please feel free to join our informal and friendly group, you’d be very 
welcome.  

Carla Tucker [07880 496110; carlatucker0@gmail.com] 
 

COMMUNITY GARDEN 

At St Mark’s we are fortunate to be surrounded by gardens – it’s as if the 
church is turned inside out to face the local community. Here we can 
show love and respect for all living creatures in the way we care for our 
land. 

Behind the vicarage is the community garden where we grow edible crops 
as well as flowers for cutting. Anyone is welcome to join us, to dig, potter 
or just sit and contemplate. What we grow is for everyone to share, so 
don’t wait to be invited – please help yourself! 

Plans for this year include creating an Easter Garden in the sunny plot 
outside the Henley Hall, again inviting people to paint a stone to lay at the 
foot of the cross. It’s amazing how many passers-by appreciate this little 
corner with its sweet-scented roses, willow hurdles and cottagey feel. 

The front lawns are kept manicured and in spring are a picture with 
snowdrops, daffodils and snakes head fritillaries. The meadow grass 
beneath the alder tree is dotted with wild flowers including bee orchids in 
June so is mowed only once a year in autumn. 

There is an attractive folder of photos and information about the church 
gardens at the back of church so please feel free to borrow and read at 
your leisure. 

If you are interested in joining the garden team why not have a word with 
Sheila, Isobel or Terry. They’d be delighted to find you a trowel! 

Isobel Bounford [07790 223037 ibounford@gmail.com] 
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NAZARETH 
Links continue with Father Nael at Christ Church in Nazareth but there 
would appear to be difficulties in arranging a visit to us here at St Mark's. 
One of the factors in any visit is the cost of flights from Tel Aviv to Luton 
which can be quite expensive at times during the year. There is hope that 
there will be a group coming in November, ie. the same time of year as 
their last visit, but we await news from Nazareth. 

David Ince [01623 644325; d.ince3@ntlworld.com] 
 
 

VICTORIA STREET COFFEE DROP IN 

When Lyndon and Barbara Shearman moved from Yorkshire to Victoria 
Street, Mansfield, they heard local people talking about the possibility of 
starting up a social group where local people could come together for a 
coffee and a chat, or to share concerns or ideas about local issues, or 
simply to provide company for those who lived alone. The idea was 
centred around the Salvation Army Community Hall and, somehow, 
Lyndon and Barbara got drawn more deeply into the conversations. The 
result was that in January 2019 (on Barbara’s birthday) the Group held its 
first meeting, with Lyndon and Barbara acting as hosts, assisted by 
Carolyn, one of the volunteers in the Salvation Army charity shop. 

The Group started with about eight people attending, but numbers have 
grown steadily and at the last meeting eighteen people were present. 
Some members of St Mark’s congregation have come along, while two 
people from the Group have started attending St Mark’s. The 
conversations are wide ranging, from memories of the area to thoughts 
about the future, and local Councillor Brian Lohan now attends regularly 
so he can meet local people. In addition, County Councillor Stephen 
Garner and Mansfield Mayoral candidate George Jabbour (both of whom 
attend St Mark’s) have also dropped in. People in the Group usually have 
wide smiles on their faces which is exactly what the Group is about. 

We meet from 10.15am to 12 noon every Wednesday (although in truth 
the conversations and the washing up often go on long after 12 o’clock). 
If anyone wishes to call in for tea, coffee, biscuits and lots of chat, you will 
be welcome. 

Lyndon and Barbara Shearman [01623 378849] 

The Salvation Army Community Hall is situated at the very heart of St Mark’s 

Parish in Victoria Street NG18 5SB. Drop In most Wednesdays 10.15am-Noon. 
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5. Children and Young People 
 

6th MANSFIELD (ST MARK’S) BOYS’ BRIGADE COMPANY 

Since our successful but wet camp we have 
continued to hold on to our boys throughout 
the session and added two more. Due to the 
number of our members reaching 18, we are 
obliged to discharge them as members and 
issue them with adult leadership roles of one 
sort or another if they wish to stay. 

There is now a requirement that all over 18 have to be DBS checked if 
they wish to keep coming. This is not as easy as it sounds as the majority 
do not have the documents required of the DBS, as they are mostly still 
living at home, do not have driving licences, passports or utility bills in 
their name, nor bank accounts. We labour on . . . . 

Our first outing in the new session was to York, where we visited the 
Viking Museum, and York Minster and let them have a wander. 

We had a well-attended Camp Supper with Revd Richard Ford (ex-
member) as our award presenter. Toby Govan was the first Boy for some 
time to achieve his D of E Bronze award. 

At half-term in February we braved the rigours of sleeping in a converted 
Barn at Alstonefield on the Staffordshire border. The ‘stone tent ‘ had the 
luxury of running water and a log burner. We walked Wolfscote Dale 
following the River Dove, and generally entertained ourselves in the 
evening. As the weather picks up and 
lighter nights we will be out and about the 
local area. Early planning of Camp has 
started and we will be exploring new 
menus now that we have at last acquired a 
suitable oven. 

It has been very encouraging to see more 
of our members attending church on Youth 
Sundays and taking an active role in the 
services as altar servers, Bible readers, 
standard bearers and thespians. 

John Irons (Captain) [01623 661735] 
The Boys’ Brigade Company meets on 

Mondays during school term at 7.30pm in the 

Henley Community Hall. It is open to boys aged 10 and over. 
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6TH MANSFIELD (ST MARK’S) BROWNIES 

Well this last year has seen a lot of change for 
Girlguiding UK with the introduction of a whole new 
Programme and a new way of working. We at 6th 
Mansfield (St Mark’s) Brownies have fully embraced it and September 
saw us having a meeting with our families to explain the new programme 
and to get stuck into the new badges. 

We said a sad farewell to 2 leaders in the last 12 months, Jackie (Tawny 
Owl) retired after 40 years in Guiding and Charlotte left us for new 
challenges at University. We wish them both luck in their new adventures 
and hope they will come back to visit us soon. 

We have been busy working towards several different Challenge badges 
such a Night at the Library badge, Google coding badge and a Geocaching 
challenge which saw us venturing out of the hall. We explored Berry Hill 
park, Kings Mill Reservoir and along the River Maun looking for 
Geocaches. 

We have learned CPR and how to use a defibrillator, been to the panto, 
had our own indoor campfire and in the year, that celebrated 100 years 
since women got the vote, learnt about some Great women who changed 
the world including Emmeline Pankhurst.  

March sees us taking part in WWF’s Earth hour for the 3rd year running. In 
the run up to the event on 30th March 2019 at 8.30pm we will be doing 
activities around supporting the Environment such as making Bird and 
butterfly feeders, crafts using recycled materials and Lanterns to use 
during Earth hour. 

We are currently a small 
unit but are always 
welcoming new members so 
hopefully our numbers will 
grow again. We are also now 
on Twitter and Instagram as 
@6thmansfieldbrownies if 
you would like to give us a 
follow and see what we get 
up to. 

Jo Emmott-Myles, Unit Leader - 6th Mansfield (St Mark's) Brownies 
[07950 214529; brownies6thmansfield@hotmail.com] 

The Brownies meet on Fridays in school term from 5.30pm to 7pm in the 

Henley Community Hall 

mailto:brownies6thmansfield@hotmail.com
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TODDLERS' GROUP 
There was disappointment last July when Liz 
Thomas announced that she 
would be unable to lead the group and we 
wondered if the group would 
continue and even if any children would arrive in 
September. In fact we have gone from strength to 
strength. Attendance has been high with quite a 
few new faces so thanks to the new helpers. There is now a weekly theme 
to our sessions and new toys have been purchased to replace the rather 
tired ones. We meet from 1 30 to 3 00 and would welcome anyone – not 
necessarily on a weekly basis – who wants to help and enjoy the 
experience. 

David Ince [01623 644325; d.ince3@ntlworld.com] 
The Under 5’s Group meets every Tuesday in school term in the Henley 

Community Hall from 1.30 to 3pm. All pre-school children and their carers 
welcome. 

 

6TH MANSFIELD (ST MARK’S) GUIDES  
No report received 

The Guides meet on Fridays in school term 

from 7.15pm to 9pm in the Henley Community Hall 

 

 

Youth Service June 2018. Jesus calms a storm 

mailto:d.ince3@ntlworld.com


-29- 

YOUNG LIONS 

The Young Lions are St Mark’s young people 
aged 7 to 18, named after St Mark’s Lion. The 
leaders are a team of four still! Between Oliver 
(backup), Jodie (myself), Tristan and David, we 
cover the Sundays that build up towards the 
monthly Youth Service.  

We go out during the sermon to focus on 
aspects of Christianity such as prayer and read 
stories from the Bible. This year we have covered a vast number of areas 
mostly through storytelling and craft. For example, we have made paper 
“candles” for Candlemas, heard about Samuel and hearing the voice of 
God, and we have made doves to explain what gifts the Holy Spirit gave 
to the disciples.  

Unfortunately, this year our numbers were disappointing as we only have 
two regular children who come to lessons. This follows the worrying trend 
of what is happening with religion across the country where a survey last 
year found that only 2% of 18 to 24 year olds say that they are Anglicans. 
However, our members are most enthusiastic and their attendance 
record is exemplary. We continue to hope that more children will join us 
from the Youth Services which are growing in popularity! The Young Lions 
are involved heavily with these services as well as the ever-popular Crib 
service that happened on Christmas Eve. I hear it was one of the most 
successful and well received yet! We are incredibly enthusiastic that the 
young people remain an integral part of the church. 

We are immensely proud of what we offer our young people. If you wish 
to help us in any way, it would be greatly appreciated!  

Jodie Price [jodie.price@ntlworld.com] 
Young Lions (7+) attend the 9.30am 
Parish Eucharist at St Mark’s. Except when 

it’s the monthly Youth Mass, they move over 
to the Hall during the service for fun 

Christian learning 
appropriate to their age, 

returning to the service in 
time to go up to the altar 

with the rest of the 

congregation. 

Lion Cubs (under 7s) follow 

a similar pattern, though in recent months they have stayed in 
Church throughout the service, making use of the Children’s 

Corner. 

Plant stall 
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YOUTH SERVICES 

A youth service means the young people at St Mark’s play a huge part in a 
normal communion service, usually at the end of each month. Oliver 
Foreman, David Boot, Tristan Jones and John Irons would like to thank 
ALL those who support the youth services. As you can imagine a lot of 
time and effort goes into preparation, so to see numbers rising is amazing 
and very encouraging! We are grateful to members of the 6th Mansfield St 
Mark’s Boys’ Brigade Company because without them we would struggle 
to make the services successful.  

The young people usually act out the appointed reading, or a relevant 
sketch, often devised by ourselves. They also read from the Bible, lead 
the opening prayers and plan the intercessions. We try to have a special 
twist to each service to make people think. 

The adults behind the youth services are very proud of the young people, 
and of ALL the congregation who support them. Not all are confident 
speaking in front of an audience, so for them to do it on a Sunday 
morning makes the adults extremely pleased. We are very thankful to the 
serving team who have always shown full support to changes to the 
service, to the choir, to the accompanists who have changed the hymns 
to those of our choice, to the music group who have played with such 
gusto and to all the celebrants who have done just as we have asked of 
them and more.  

We have had some response from the Guides and the Brownies, who 
have informed us that they want to get involved so keep a look out! We 
have full support of the Boys’ Brigade and are very pleased with the 
recent turn out. We are grateful also for the involvement of the growing 
team of young ladies. 

The Boys’ Brigade always process with the flag before and after the 
service and the congregation have picked up on how smart and efficient 
the lads look. 

At the end of every youth service, the Boys’ Brigade alongside any other 
young people serve tea and coffee and are responsible for the set up and 
washing up! With close supervision from David Boot and Tristan Jones, 
the young people do very well to be sleek and efficient.  

We intend to carry on with the youth services throughout this year and 
hope the congregation and the Boys’ Brigade along with John Irons will 
continue to support us on these amazing occasions.  

Tristan Jones [07432 094539; tristanjones447@gmail.com] 
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MANSFIELD & ASHFIELD WILDLIFE WATCH GROUP 
Wildlife Watch is a great opportunity for 
our young people to find out about their 
local environment and to appreciate the 
wildlife and flora and fauna within it.  

Throughout the past year we have 
focused on a variety of topics including 
demystifying the myths around grass snakes, discussing animal 
camouflage and introducing a child friendly approach to identifying 
wildflowers. Even though we are miles from the sea, 

we had a session entitled “The Beach” – creatures of the deep and the 
rock pools! We introduced the game of French cricket too! In September 
we showed children what a moth trap looked like, had a collection of live 
moths and they made a simple moth attraction cloth to take home. 
Another month, we switched to corveds (crows, ravens and rooks) – 
crows were in Titchfield Park and crowing, as if on cue, when we went 
outside to find them! 

Our Wildlife Watchers meet at Henley Hall which is a great base and a 
refuge if the weather is against us but more than anything, the children 
enjoy being outdoors on the local nature reserves. Apple Day was a 
special occasion as we hired a bus for the day, borrowed an apple press, 
went to a private orchard where the children climbed ladders, picked and 
cut up apples, made and drank fresh apple juice. In February we did 

something completely different and went for a family evening walk 
around King’s Mill Reservoir, observing the birds on the water, the night 
sky and the sounds all around us. 

We have shared our knowledge of how animals survive the winter and 
what to look out for as the first signs of spring. 

We have an average attendance of 8 children and several of them have 
been a part of Wildlife Watch since we started in October 2012. We are 
fortunate too to have a good team of volunteer leaders and helpers. Our 
hope is that our Wildlife Watchers will be the guardians of our green and 
open spaces in years to come. 

Sarah Spurry, Wildlife Watch Leader 
[07885 169111; MansfieldWatch@nottswt.co.uk; www.wildlifewatch.org.uk] 

Wildlife Watch normally meets on the first Saturday of each month in the 
Henley Community Hall at 10am. 

  

mailto:MansfieldWatch@nottswt.co.uk
http://www.wildlifewatch.org.uk/
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6. Helping Others 
 
THE CHILDREN’S SOCIETY 

My thanks once again go to our 
friends at St Mark’s for their 
continued support in helping the vital 
work of the Children’s Society. 

The work of the Society continues to 
meet the challenges facing children 
and young people today, many who feel scared, unloved and unable to 
cope. 

Over the past year we have worked with 13,568 children and young 
people in our youth at risk services. 73% of young people worked with 
experienced positive changes to their lives including safety, relationships 
and mental health. We have helped bring about 27 national and regional 
policy changes and much more. 7,489 churches supported our work. 

Here at St Mark’s we have helped by raising £267.79 from the box 
collection plus £297.34 form the Christingle Service. 

Over the past few years the number of box holders has dropped 
considerably. I would be most grateful if we could regenerate this source 
of income. If anyone could take on a box, please let me know. 

 Ann Pradhan 
 

FOOD BANK 
At the back of church, in the narthex, is a 
container which is regularly filled with foodstuffs 
by church members. These are taken to The 
Stables Centre in Mansfield Woodhouse and to 
the Food Bank which is part of that building. It is quite a big operation and 
each time a delivery is made from St Mark's we are told how grateful they 
are. At St Mark's we have supported the homeless during the cold winter 
months, Framework during Advent and the Food Bank is another 
opportunity through the year to show that we care. Tins, packets, 
toothbrushes, soap, socks, gloves etc.. are all gratefully received. Sadly 
there has been a big demand since Christmas and stocks are less than half 
what they were so can you help? 

David Ince [01623 644325; d.ince3@ntlworld.com] 
Please leave non-perishable food items in the basket at the back of St Mark’s 

to be passed on to the Food Bank. 

mailto:d.ince3@ntlworld.com
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CHRISTIAN AID 

The Mansfield Christian Aid 
Group is coordinated by Val 
Gibbons and Isobel 
Bounford. There are ten 
churches in the group, including St Mark’s, who support the charity 
throughout the year and particularly in Christian Aid Week (this year 12-
18 May). 

In February 2019, volunteers from St Mark’s and St Peter’s held a 
collection at the local Tesco Superstore on Chesterfield Road, making 
£250.50 for the charity. This brought the fundraising total for the year to 
just over £9,000 – a fantastic effort! 

We are delighted to be welcoming Andrew Jenkins, an inspirational guest 
speaker, to St Mark’s on Sunday, 5 May. He will be able to talk from first-
hand experience of working on community projects in Bangladesh and 
many other parts of the world. 

As we realise that house-to-house collecting is becoming more difficult, 
we would welcome ideas for more imaginative ways of raising money 
during Christian Aid Week (12-18 May 2019). Plans so far include: 

• a sponsored ‘triathlon’, with Val running, Isobel swimming and Chris 
cycling 

• a Christian Aid Coffee Morning on Saturday, 18 May 10am-12noon, 
including a plant sale and other stalls 

• bacon butties served by the young people after the Youth Service on 
Sunday, 19 May - donations are invited towards Christian Aid. 

There’s a whole host of ideas for fundraising at: 
www.christianaid.org.uk/resources/fundraising-ideas 

These include hosting an afternoon tea or coffee morning for friends and 
neighbours, holding a garage sale, offering an ironing or babysitting 
service, opening your garden ...... the list is endless. There’s plenty of time 
to get planning – what could YOU do?! 

Isobel Bounford [07790 223037; ibounford@gmail.com] 

 

 

In addition to the good causes mentioned, the generous folk of St 

Mark’s often sponsor people and support collections of money and 

items for the benefit of others 

mailto:ibounford@gmail.com
mailto:ibounford@gmail.com
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FAIRTRADE STALL 

Another year and the monthly Fair 
Trade stall continued, supported by 
a faithful few, and some who come 
to look and try. 

As ever, I hope and pray that those 
who do not support it here, do give 
consideration to buying Fair Trade goods when they do their shopping. It 
is not only in Fair Trade fortnight that we need to remember it, but all 
year around. There are few who could live on two weeks trading a year! 

At present there are many people who rely on trading with us in our 
comfortable surroundings for survival. As ever, I would like you to think 
about what I always say, if I and others who sell Fair Trade goods do that, 
what are the other traders selling? I am sure none of you would 
deliberately buy goods which use people and their work unjustly - so as 
ever, I beg that you will all put at least one Fair Trade item in your 
shopping each week, if not from our stall, then then from wherever you 
choose to shop. 

On behalf of all those who work hard to produce goods, made well, paid 
for correctly, and decently traded, thank you. 

Rosemarie Tomes  
The Fairtrade stall normally opens after the morning service on the last Sunday 

in the month in the Henley Hall (approximately 10.45am-11.15am) 

 
FRAMEWORK 

The folk of St Mark’s Church have for 
many years generously supported 
Framework, a Nottinghamshire charity which helps those at risk of 
becoming homeless. The Mansfield hostel is situated just around the 
corner from our Church. At Harvest Thanksgiving and during Advent we 
particularly ask for non-perishable gifts to pass on to those less fortunate 
than ourselves. As always, the response from the congregation was 
excellent. The annual Mansfield Big Snore originated at St Mark’s but is 
now too large for us to accommodate. However, some of us help with the 
refreshments for the brave folk who sleep in the cold overnight. Once 
again, we helped with the flag day in Mansfield town centre, but the days 
are numbered for such events. Sadly, however, it seems the needs of 
those at risk of homelessness are as great as ever. 

Barbara Spybey [07854 296783] 



-35- 

WINTER NIGHT SHELTER 

This year for the first time, St Mark's Church 
was a participant in the Mansfield Night 
Shelter, a multi-agency project consisting of 
staff from Mansfield District Council, Derby 
City Mission, and volunteers from local churches and community.  The 
aim was to provide shelter, food, and support for homeless people, and 
the Henley Hall at St Mark's was open every Wednesday night and 
Thursday morning from the beginning of December until the end of 
February; we had hoped to continue until the end of March, but sadly 
night staff provision was unavailable.  But as well as providing physical 
help, our hope was also to offer friendship and a listening ear to some of 
the most vulnerable and isolated members of our society; and from those 
from our community at St Mark's, it also offered the chance to reach out 
in a Christlike way to our sisters and brothers in need. 

Speaking personally, involvement in the Night Shelter has been one of the 
most worthwhile things I have done in years!  I undoubtedly gained far 
more from the experience then I can ever return.  It was a privilege to be 
involved with different groups of people joined in a common task of 
creating community with others centred around the love and care of 
other people - and I believe that this is very much the work of Christ.  And 
it was FUN!  We shared some wonderful times with other volunteers and 
the guests who came to stay; and I am also proud to say that the Night 
Shelter co-ordinator was heard to say that being at St Mark's was one of 
the best experiences each week for both guests and staff - so we must 
have been doing something right! 

Can I take this opportunity to thank those from St Mark's who joined in so 
regularly with helping at the Night Shelter - Yvonne Hobbs, Michael 
Longdon, Barbara Spybey, Fr. Paul and Sandra  Bentley, Lucy Wass, Jane 
Seals, and my wife Alice - as well as all those who contributed food, 
clothing, and finance so that we could undertake the work.  Can I also 
thank all of you who supported the work through your thoughts and 
prayers, which provided a necessary base in faith for all that we were 
engaged in.  I am incredibly proud that the PCC and St Mark's were happy 
and able to support this work so fully, and I fervently hope that we can be 
involved in it again next December. 

Let me end by saying that everyone is welcome to become involved in the 
Night Shelter.  Do come along!  Who knows? - you may be surprised at 
how rewarding it is! 

Fr. James Curry [01623 628067] 

St Mark’s 
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The Parish Churches of 
St Mark, Mansfield 

and 

St Peter & St Paul, Mansfield 
 

Vicar of St Peter & St Paul and St Mark: 

Vacant 

01623 642546 mail@stpeters-mansfield.org.uk 
St Peter’s Church, Church Side, 

Mansfield NG18 1AP 

www.stppchurch.org.uk 
 

Associate Priest 
with responsibility for St Mark’s: 

Revd James Curry 

St Mark’s contact details: 

01623 628067 contact.stmarks@gmail.com 
St Mark’s Church, Nottingham Road, 

Mansfield NG18 1BP 

www.stmarksmansfield.org.uk 
www.facebook.com/officialstmarkschurchmansfield 

 

Weekly Christian worship at St Mark’s: 
Sundays 9.30am Parish Eucharist 

Thursdays 9.30am Mass (said) 
Approximately monthly on Sundays Choral Evensong 

alternates between St Mark’s and St Peter & St Paul’s 
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