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When the other disciples told 
Thomas they had seen Jesus risen 
from the dead, Thomas retorted: 

 
“Unless I see the scars of the nails 
in his hands and put my finger on 

those scars and my hand in his 
side, I will not believe.” 

 
Later, Jesus appeared in front of 

Thomas.  
 

Thomas blurted out in amazement: 
“My Lord and my God!” 

 
Jesus replied: 

“How happy are those who believe 
without seeing me!” 

 
See pages 7 & 8  
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ORDER OF SERVICE 
The Gathering 
 

Please stand when the bell rings ready to sing the first hymn 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN 9: When morning guilds the sky 
The uniformed organisations present their flags during this hymn 
 

Please remain standing. The celebrant says: 

The arms of God are open wide: 

All are welcome here! 

Young and old 
and in between: 

All are welcome here! 

Noisy or quiet, 
happy or sad: 

All are welcome here!  

You who have travelled far, 
and you who live close at hand: 

All are welcome here! 

You who have much faith, 
and you who have little 

All are welcome here! 

God of welcome, 
God of labour and laughter, 
of hugs and healing, 
of promise and parties, 
of barbecues and blessings: 

We are glad to meet you here! 
 

TO BELIEVE  
OR NOT TO BELIEVE? 
THAT IS THE QUESTION  
Introduced by a leader 
Please sit 
 

  

The final words of Jesus before 

he returned to heaven 
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PRAYER OF PREPARATION led by a young person 
Please sit or kneel.  
 

Let us pray. We say together: 

Jesus, in you I find rest and peace.  
I can talk to you about anything – 
My worries and my fears, 
My happiness and sadness, 
My anger and disappointment. 
You always listen and you always understand. 
Thank you that you reassure us of your love. 
Help us today to learn more about you 
And give us the strength to fight evil and to walk in your ways. 
Amen 

 

SAYING SORRY led by the young people 
 

Let us say sorry to God: 
 

God our Father, 
we come to you in sorrow for our sins. 
For turning away from you, 
and ignoring your will for our lives; 
Father, forgive us: 

save us and help us.  
 

For behaving just as we wish,  
without thinking of you; 
Father, forgive us: 

save us and help us.     
  

For failing you by what we do, 
and think and say; 
Father, forgive us: 

save us and help us.     
 

For letting ourselves be drawn away from you 
by temptations in the world about us; 
Father, forgive us: 

save us and help us.     
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For living as if we were ashamed 
to belong to your Son; 
Father, forgive us: 

save us and help us.  
 

THE ABSOLUTION by the celebrant    

The Lord enrich you with his grace, 
and nourish you with his blessing; 
the Lord defend you in trouble  
and keep you from all evil; 
the Lord accept your prayers, 
and absolve you from your offences, 
for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Saviour. 

Amen 
 

Please stand 
 

PERUVIAN GLORIA led by the Celebrant 

Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to the Father. 

Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to the Father. 
To Him be glory for ever. 

To Him be glory for ever. 
Alleluia! Amen 

Alleluia! Amen Alleluia! Amen 
 

Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to Christ Jesus…... 
 

Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory Holy Spirit…… 
 

COLLECT FOR SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER said by the celebrant 
Risen Christ, 
for whom no door is locked, no entrance barred: 
open the doors of our hearts, 
that we may seek the good of others 
and walk the joyful road of sacrifice and peace, 
to the praise of God the Father. 

Amen 
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The Liturgy of the Word 

BIBLE READINGS by the young people [from Good News Bible] 

Please be seated 
 

New Testament reading: Acts 5:27-35,38-42  

They brought the apostles in, made them stand before the Council, and 
the High Priest questioned them. “We gave you strict orders not to teach 
in the name of this man,” he said; “but see what you have done! You have 
spread your teaching all over Jerusalem, and you want to make us 
responsible for his death!” 
Peter and the other apostles answered, “We must obey God, not 
men. The God of our ancestors raised Jesus from death, after you had 
killed him by nailing him to a cross. God raised him to his right side as 
Leader and Saviour, to give the people of Israel the opportunity to repent 
and have their sins forgiven. We are witnesses to these things—we and 
the Holy Spirit, who is God's gift to those who obey him.” 
When the members of the Council heard this, they were so furious that 
they wanted to have the apostles put to death. 34 But one of them, a 
Pharisee named Gamaliel, who was a teacher of the Law and was highly 
respected by all the people, stood up in the Council. He ordered the 
apostles to be taken out for a while, 35 and then he said to the Council, 
“Fellow Israelites, be careful what you do to these men.  I tell you, do not 
take any action against these men. Leave them alone! If what they have 
planned and done is of human origin, it will disappear, but if it comes 
from God, you cannot possibly defeat them. You could find yourselves 
fighting against God!” 
The Council followed Gamaliel's advice. They called the apostles in, had 
them whipped, and ordered them never again to speak in the name of 
Jesus; and then they set them free. As the apostles left the Council, they 
were happy, because God had considered them worthy to suffer disgrace 
for the sake of Jesus. And every day in the Temple and in people's homes 
they continued to teach and preach the Good News about Jesus the 
Messiah. 
 

This is the word of the Lord.   

Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stand 

HYMN 197: Alleluia, alleluia, give thanks to the risen Lord 
During this hymn the Gospel procession moves up the aisle 
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Please remain standing for the Gospel and turn towards the reader 
 

The Gospel reading: John 20:19-31  
The disciples had seen Jesus die two days ago. But that morning the tomb 
was found empty and there were reports of Jesus being seen alive! 
 

Alleluia, alleluia. 
Jesus said, ‘All who see the Son and believe in him may  
have eternal life; and I will raise them up on the last day.’      John 6:40 

Alleluia 
 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John 

Glory to You, O Lord 
 

It was late that Sunday evening, and the disciples were gathered together 
behind locked doors, because they were afraid of the Jewish authorities. 
Then Jesus came and stood among them. Jesus said: 
“Peace be with you!” 
After saying this, he showed them his hands and his side. The disciples 
were filled with joy at seeing the Lord. 

 Jesus said to them again,  
“Peace be with you. As the Father sent me, so I send you.”  

Then he breathed on them and said,  
“Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive people's sins, they are forgiven; if 
you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.” 
One of the twelve disciples, Thomas (called the Twin), was not with them 
when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him,  
“We have seen the Lord!” 
Thomas said to them,  
“Unless I see the scars of the nails in his hands and put my finger on 
those scars and my hand in his side, I will not believe.” 
A week later the disciples were together again indoors, and Thomas was 
with them. The doors were locked, but Jesus came and stood among 
them and said,  
“Peace be with you.”  

Then he said to Thomas,  
“Put your finger here, and look at my hands; then reach out your hand 
and put it in my side. Stop your doubting, and believe!” 
Thomas answered him,  
“My Lord and my God!” 
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Jesus said to him, 
“Do you believe because you see me? How happy are those who believe 
without seeing me!” 
In his disciples' presence Jesus performed many other miracles which are 
not written down in this book. But these have been written in order that 
you may believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that 
through your faith in him you may have life. 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

HERE WE ARE 2000 YEARS LATER! by leaders and the young people 

Please be seated. The choir moves to the nave. 
 

SONG to tune Frère Jacques. Led by Tristan Jones 
 

God our Father 
God our Father 
Who loves us  
Who loves us 
Thank you that you’re with us 
Thank you that you help us 
All the time 
Every day 

 

OUR PRAYERS by the young people 
Please sit or kneel 
In the knowledge that God is here present with us, let us pray. 
Thank you, Jesus, for enduring the suffering on the cross for us. By rising 
again, the wrong doing of every one of us is forgiven. 
Heavenly Father, we pray for the people around us that they may take 
advantage of your love and realise what Jesus did for us all. This week we 
pray particularly for the people living in Dorchester Close, Dorchester 
Drive and Dovedale Close. 

God of love, Hear our prayer. 
 

Thomas would not believe until he saw the scars on Jesus’ hands and feet. 
I wonder if we would have been like Thomas. 
Heavenly Father, help us to have faith in You without question. 

God of love, Hear our prayer. 
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Even after they had been whipped and forbidden to talk about Jesus, the 
disciples “continued to preach and teach the Good News about Jesus the 
Messiah in the Temple and people’s homes”. 
Heavenly Father, do we take every opportunity to tell others about Jesus? 
We pray for the courage and determination to do so even when it opens 
us to ridicule. 

God of love, Hear our prayer. 
 

Heavenly Father, we pray for Fr Paul, Fr James, Rev Mary and Rev 
Caroline who is to join us soon, and for all the priests who lead us and 
worship with us. 
Heavenly Father, help us to put our commitment to our Church first and 
to support our spiritual leaders in all they strive to do. 

God of love, Hear our prayer. 
 

Heavenly Father, we ask that those suffering from 
illness or loneliness or depression may experience 
your comfort and peace.  
We pray for those on our prayer lists as well as 
those known privately to ourselves. 

God of love, Hear our prayer. 
 

Jesus is the firstfruit of the new and eternal life we are promised in you.  
Heavenly Father, we commend to your love those who have recently 
walked through death into that promise, and thank you for the 
privilege of knowing them here on earth. 
As well as our own loved ones we remember this week: 
Gertrude Langley, Michael Peck (priest), Thomas Liddon, Lucy Seymour, 
Iris Smith, Gladys Cotton, Anthony Cotton, John Cowlishaw, Florence 
Clarke, Hilda Hand, John Howorth, Charles Bayes (priest), Harold Fell, 
Ethel Henstock, Gladys Dewar, Sharon Mellors 
Rest eternal grant unto them O Lord 

And let light perpetual shine upon them 
 

Heavenly Father, we thank you for loving us whatever we get up to, and 
we rejoice in your victory over evil. 
 

Merciful Father, 

Accept these prayers for the sake of Your Son, our Saviour Jesus 
Christ. Amen 
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The Liturgy of the Sacrament  
 

THE PEACE 
Please stand 
 The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples 
and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ 
Then were they glad when they saw the Lord. Alleluia. 
 

The peace of the Lord be always with you 

and also with you. 
Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 
We offer each other a sign of peace perhaps by shaking hands and 
exchanging kind words 
 

HYMN 784: Stand up, stand up for Jesus 
If you wish to give money for the work of St Mark’s please put your 
offering in the plate when it comes round during the singing of this hymn 
In the last verse, the children surround the altar with noisy instruments 
ready for the Eucharistic Prayer! 
 

PREPARATION OF THE TABLE 
Please remain standing 
Risen Lord Jesus Christ, 
we believe you, and all we have heard is true. 
When you break bread 
may we recognise you as the fire that burns within us, 
that we may bring light to your world. 

Amen 
 

TAKING OF BREAD AND WINE 
 Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation: 
through your goodness we have this bread to set before you, 
which earth has given and human hands have made. 
It will become for us the bread of life. 

Blessed be God for ever. 
  

Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation: 
through your goodness we have this wine to set before you, 
fruit of the vine and work of human hands. 
It will become for us the cup of salvation. 

Blessed be God for ever. 
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THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
The Lord be with you 

and also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.  

We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give thanks and praise. 
And now we give you thanks 
because through him you have given us eternal life 
and delivered us from the bondage of sin and the fear of death 
into the glorious liberty of the children of God. 
With people from every race and nation, 
with the Church of all the ages, 
with apostles, evangelists and martyrs, 
we join the angels of heaven in their unending song: 

   Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Please sit or kneel 
Father of all, we give you thanks for every gift that comes from heaven.  
To the darkness Jesus came as your light. 
With signs of faith and words of hope 
he touched untouchables with love and washed the guilty clean. 
This is his story. 

This is our song: 
Hosanna in the highest.  

The crowds came out to see your Son, 
yet at the end they turned on him. 

On the night he was betrayed 
he came to table with his friends 

to celebrate the freedom of your people. 
This is his story.  

This is our song: 
Hosanna in the highest. 
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Jesus blessed you, Father, for the food; 
he took bread, gave thanks, broke it and said: 
This is my body, given for you all. 
Jesus then gave thanks for the wine; 
he took the cup, gave it and said: 
This is my blood, shed for you all 

for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this in remembrance of me. 
This is our story. 

This is our song: 
Hosanna in the highest. 

Therefore, Father, with this bread and this cup 
we celebrate the cross 
on which he died to set us free. 
Defying death he rose again 
and is alive with you to plead for us and all the world. 
This is our story. 

  This is our song: 
Hosanna in the highest.  

Send your Spirit on us now 
that by these gifts we may feed on Christ 

with opened eyes and hearts on fire. 
May we and all who share this food 
offer ourselves to live for you 
and be welcomed at your feast in heaven 

where all creation worships you, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit:  

 Blessing and honour and glory and power 
be yours for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 

Rejoicing in God’s new creation, so we pray: 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER led by a young person 
 

Our Father in heaven. 

Thank you for loving me so much that Jesus died on the  
cross for me. You know me so well: all my weaknesses 
and all my strengths. 
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Hallowed be your name, your kingdom come. 

I want to let you use me to tell others about you. 

Your will be done on earth as in heaven. 

Help me to understand what it is you want me to do.  Give me 
the courage to be willing to do whatever you ask of me. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Help me to trust you to enable me to do your will. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Forgive me if I have hurt others by what I have said or done. 

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

Don’t let me be swayed from doing your will. 
Protect me from anything that may harm me, 

For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, now and forever. 

Yes Lord, those are the things that really matter to me. 
Help me to be ready to work for them, whatever the cost. 
I know that you are always with me. Amen 
 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 

Though we are many, we are one body, 
because we all share in one bread 
 

AGNUS DEI 
Lamb of God you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us 
Lamb of God you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us 
Lamb of God you take away the sin of the world, 
grant us peace. 
 

GIVING OF COMMUNION 
Draw near with faith. 
Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ 
which he gave for you, 
and his blood which he shed for you. 
Eat and drink 
in remembrance that he died for you, 
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and feed on him in your hearts 
by faith with thanksgiving. 
 

All are invited to come up to the altar 
 

After the choir sing a Motet, please remain seated for the . . . 

COMMUNION HYMN: 787 Take my life 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION by the celebrant 
We sit or kneel 
Lord God our Father, 
through our Saviour Jesus Christ 
you have assured your children of eternal life 
and in baptism have made us one with him: 
deliver us from the death of sin 
and raise us to new life in your love, 
in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 
by the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Amen 
 

We say together the Prayer of Teresa of Ávila 

Christ has no body now on earth but ours, 
no hands but ours, no feet but ours.  
Ours are the eyes through which Christ’s compassion cares for 
the people of the world. 
Ours are the feet with which Christ is to go about doing good. 
Ours are the hands through which Christ now brings a blessing. 
Amen 
 

The Dismissal 
 

Please stand for . . . 

HYMN 646: God is working his purpose out 
The uniformed organisations receive their flags 
during this hymn 
 

Please sit for . . . 

NOTICES AND BANNS OF MARRIAGE 
. . . then stand for . . . 
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CONCLUDING PRAYER & BLESSING given by the celebrant 
 

Alleluia Christ is risen 

He is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 

God the Father, 
By whose love Christ was raised from the dead, 
Open to you who believe the gates of everlasting life. 

Amen 
 

God the Son, 
Who in bursting from the grave has won a glorious victory, 
Give you joy as you share the Easter faith. 

Amen 
 

God the Holy Spirit, 
Who filled the disciples with the life of the risen Lord, 
Empower you and fill you with Christ’s peace. 

Amen 
 

And the blessing of God almighty, 
The Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 
Be among you and remain with you always. 

Amen 
 

With the risen life of Christ within you, 
Go in the peace of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia. 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia! 
 

Once the choir, servers and priest, have left, please sit to hear the choir 
from the vestry and to enjoy the organ voluntary  
 
 

 

Please join us for refreshments and the 

Fairtrade stall in the Hall after today’s service. 
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Remember we meet to worship God at St Mark’s 

every Sunday at 9.30am. Children and young 

people go for their own time in the Hall during 

part of the service except at Family Eucharist 

when they help lead the worship. Refreshments 

for all afterwards. 

 

The next service where the young people take 

part will be at 9.30am on 19th May for Christian 

Aid  

 
St Mark’s Church 

Nottingham Road, Mansfield NG18 1BP 
Parish Priest: Fr James Curry 

01623 628067 contact.stmarks@gmail.com 
www.stmarksmansfield.org.uk 

www.facebook.com/officialstmarkschurchmansfield 
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