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Two examples of human angels . . . 

Gladys Aylward 
Gladys Aylward never wanted to be famous but she knew God was 

calling her to work with children in China. But how would she get 

there? She had no money. Even the Missionary Societies would not 

sponsor her. By prayer and determination, she did get there and 

helped many desolate people. Here is just one example: 

Because war had broken out in 1938, Gladys felt compelled to lead 

100 children to safety with little adult help. But Japanese soldiers 

were ahead so Gladys (known to the children as Ai-weh-deh) had to 

take the children across the steep and rocky mountains.  

Totally exhausted, on the twelfth they came down to the Yellow 

River, with no way to cross. All boat traffic had stopped. Gladys had 

run out of ideas and determination. The children wanted to know, 

"Why don't we cross?" She said, "There are no boats." The children 

said, "God can do anything. Ask Him to get us across." They all 

knelt and prayed. Then they sang. A Chinese officer with a patrol 

heard the singing and rode up. He heard their story and said, "I 

think I can get you a boat." They crossed, and after a few more 

difficulties Ai-weh-deh delivered her charges into competent hands 

at Sian, and then promptly collapsed with typhus fever. 

George Müller 
George Müller was appalled that in the 19th century many children 

without parents were left to run the streets. Despite much 

opposition (even from some church people) George set up 

orphanages in Bristol, caring for over 10000 children in his lifetime. 

Through all this, Müller never made requests for financial support, 

nor did he go into debt, even though the five homes cost more than 

£100,000 to build. Many times, he received unsolicited food 

donations only hours before they were needed to feed the children, 

further strengthening his faith in God. Müller was in constant prayer 

that God touch the hearts of donors to provide for the orphans.  

For example, on one occasion, thanks was given for breakfast when 

all the children were sitting at the table even though there was 

nothing to eat in the house. As they finished praying, the baker 

knocked on the door with sufficient fresh bread to feed everyone, 

and the milkman gave them plenty of fresh milk because his cart 

broke down in front of the orphanage!  
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ORDER OF SERVICE 
The Gathering 
 

Please stand when the bell rings ready to sing the first hymn 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN: 826 Ye holy angels bright 

The uniformed organisations present their flags during this hymn 

Please remain standing. The celebrant says: 

In the name of the Father, 
And of the Son, 
And of the Holy Spirit 

Amen 

The arms of God are open wide: 

All are welcome here! 

Young and old 
and in between: 

All are welcome here! 

Noisy or quiet, 
happy or sad: 

All are welcome here!  

You who have travelled far, 
and you who live close at hand: 

All are welcome here! 

You who have much faith, 
and you who have little 

All are welcome here! 

God of welcome, 
God of labour and laughter, 
of hugs and healing, 
of promise and parties, 
of birth and blessings: 

We are glad to meet you here! 
 

Please sit:  
 

ANGELS said by the young people 

Here are ten of the many references to angels in 
the New Testament: 

The angel said to Zechariah, “Don't be afraid, 
Zechariah! God has heard your prayer, and your 
wife Elizabeth will bear you a son. You are to 
name him John.” Luke 1:13 

The angel came to Mary and said, “Peace be with you! The Lord is with 
you and has greatly blessed you!” Luke 1:28 

An angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, “Joseph, 
descendant of David, do not be afraid to take Mary to be your 
wife.” Matthew 1:20 

An angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph and said, “Herod will 
be looking for the child in order to kill him. So get up, take the child and 
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his mother and escape to Egypt.” Matthew 2:13 

Then the Devil left Jesus; and angels came and helped him. Matthew 4:11  

For the Son of Man is about to come in the glory of his Father with 
his angels, and then he will reward each one according to his deeds. 
Matthew 16:27 

“See that you don't despise any of these little ones. Their angels in 
heaven, I tell you, are always in the presence of my Father in heaven.” 
Matthew 18:10 

Suddenly there was a violent earthquake; an angel of the Lord came 
down from heaven, rolled the stone away, and sat on it. Matthew 28:2 

Suddenly an angel of the Lord stood there, and a light shone in the cell. 
The angel shook Peter by the shoulder, woke him up, and said, “Hurry! 
Get up!” At once the chains fell off Peter's hands. Acts 12:7 

What are the angels, then? They are spirits who serve God and are sent 
by him to help those who are to receive salvation. Hebrews 1:14 
 

Please sit or kneel: 
 

SAYING SORRY led by the young people 

Let us say sorry to God: 

God our Father, 
we come to you in sorrow for our sins. 
For turning away from you, 
and ignoring your will for our lives;  
Father, forgive us: 

save us and help us. 

For behaving just as we wish,  
without thinking of you; 
Father, forgive us: 

save us and help us.     

For failing you by what we do, 
and think and say; 
Father, forgive us: 

save us and help us. 

  

 

For letting ourselves be drawn 
away from you 
by temptations in the world 
about us; 
Father, forgive us: 

save us and help us.   

For living as if we were 
ashamed 
to belong to your Son; 
Father, forgive us: 

save us and help us.  
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ABSOLUTION said by the celebrant 

 Almighty God, 
who in Jesus Christ has given us 
a kingdom that cannot be destroyed, 
forgive us our sins,  
open our eyes to God’s truth, 
strengthen us to do God’s will 

 
 
and give us the joy of his 

kingdom, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen 

 
 

Please stand 
 

PERUVIAN GLORIA led by the Celebrant 

Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to the Father. 

Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to the Father. 
To God be glory for ever. 

To God be glory for ever.  
Alleluia! Amen Alleluia! Amen 

Alleluia! Amen Alleluia! Amen Alleluia! Amen Alleluia! Amen 
 

Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to Christ Jesus…... 
 

Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory Holy Spirit…… 
 

COLLECT FOR MICHAEL & ALL ANGELS said by the celebrant 

Everlasting God, 
you have ordained and constituted 
the ministries of angels and mortals in a wonderful order: 
grant that as your holy angels always serve you in heaven, 
so, at your command, 
they may help and defend us on earth; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 

Amen 
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The Liturgy of the Word  

BIBLE READINGS by the young people 

Please be seated 
 

New Testament:  
Revelation 12:7-12 [The Message Bible] 

An angel of the Lord brings a vision to John: 

War broke out in Heaven. Michael and his Angels fought the Dragon. The 
Dragon and his Angels fought back, but were no match for Michael. They 
were cleared out of Heaven, not a sign of them left. The great Dragon—
ancient Serpent, the one called Devil and Satan, the one who led the 
whole earth astray—thrown out, and all his Angels thrown out with him, 
thrown down to earth. Then I heard a strong voice out of Heaven saying, 

Salvation and power are established! 
    Kingdom of our God, authority of his Messiah! 
The Accuser of our brothers and sisters thrown out, 
    who accused them day and night before God. 
They defeated him through the blood of the Lamb 
    and the bold word of their witness. 
They weren’t in love with themselves; 
    they were willing to die for Christ. 
So rejoice, O Heavens, and all who live there, 
    but doom to earth and sea, 
For the Devil’s come down on you with both feet; 
    he’s had a great fall; 
He’s wild and raging with anger; 
    he hasn’t much time and he knows it. 
 

This is the Word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God 
 

Please stand for . . . 

HYMN 322: Around the throne of God 
 

Please sit for . . . 

MORE ABOUT ANGELS  

by the leaders and young people 
 

Including our Gospel reading  
Please remain seated  
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The Gospel reading: Luke 2:8-14 [Good News Bible] 
 

The Shepherds and the Angels 
There were some shepherds in that part of the country who were 
spending the night in the fields, taking care of their flocks. An angel of the 
Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone over them. They 
were terribly afraid, but the angel said to them,  

“Don't be afraid! I am here with good news for you, which will bring 
great joy to all the people. This very day in David's town your Saviour 
was born—Christ the Lord! And this is what will prove it to you: you will 
find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” 

Suddenly a great army of heaven's angels appeared with the angel, 
singing praises to God: 

“Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
    and peace on earth to those with whom he is pleased!” 

 

Leading on to . . . 

OUR PRAYERS by the young people 

Please sit or kneel 

In the power of the Spirit, and in union with Christ, let us pray to the 
Father. 
Father in heaven, as the angels minister to you in heaven, strengthen 
your Church to serve you here on earth. 

Lord, hear us, Lord, graciously hear us. 

Father in heaven, when the angels greeted the birth of your Son they 
sang for joy ‘Glory to God and peace on earth’. 
Bless with Christ’s peace the nations of the world.  

Lord, hear us, Lord, graciously hear us. 

Father in heaven, your Son has promised to your children the care of 
the guardian angels who look upon your face. Protect by your mercy 
our neighbours, families and friends. We pray this week particularly for 
the people who study in Portland College and who live in Portland Place 
and Portland Street. We also pray for Olive Barrowcliff to be baptised 
this morning, and for her parents, godparents and family. 

Lord, hear us, Lord, graciously hear us. 

Father in heaven, you give your angels charge over those who trust in 
you to guard them in all their ways. 
Be with those in trouble, rescue them and show them your salvation. 
We pray for all we know who are sick in mind, body and soul that they 
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may experience God’s special peace. 

Lord, hear us, Lord, graciously hear us. 

Father in heaven, your angel declares ‘Blessed are the dead who die in 
the Lord.’ ‘Blessed indeed,’ says the Spirit, ‘for they may rest from their 
labours, for they take with them the record of their deeds.’ 
Enfold in your love all who come in faith to your judgement seat in 
heaven. We remember at this time Joseph Reason, James Ernest Tawn, 
William Draycott, Yleina Keywood, Chantelle Keywood, Tom Patrick, 
Sarah Lancaster, Alexander McEwan-Smith, Ivy Bennett, Allan Chappell 
(priest), Rodney Grant Browning, Gertrude Ingham, Hilda Wright, 
Reginald Dove, John Hallmark (priest), Angela Mary Smith 
Rest eternal grant unto them O Lord, 

And let light perpetual shine upon them 

Father in heaven, the angels sing by day and night around your throne: 
‘Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God almighty.’ 
With Michael, prince of the angels, who contends by our side, with 
Gabriel, your herald, who brings glad tidings, with Raphael, the 
protector, who ministers your healing, and with the whole company of 
heaven, we worship you, we give you glory, we sing your praise and 
exalt you for ever. 

Merciful Father, Accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our 
Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen 
 

The Liturgy of the Sacrament  
 

THE PEACE led by the celebrant 
Please stand 
Hear again the song of the angels: 
‘Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace.’ 
The peace of the Lord be always with you 

and also with you. 
Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 
We offer each other a sign of peace perhaps by shaking hands and 
exchanging kind words 
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HYMN 70: It came upon the midnight clear 
To help the work of St Mark’s if you wish please put your offering in the 
plate when it comes round during the singing of this hymn. 
In the last verse, the children surround the altar with noisy instruments 
ready for the Eucharistic Prayer! 
 

PREPARATION OF THE TABLE by the celebrant 
Please remain standing 
God of glory, 
as you appointed angels to minister in your presence, 
so may all our worship bring you worthy praise; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen 
 

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
The Lord is here. 

His Spirit is with us. 
Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give thanks and praise. 
It is right to praise you, Father, Lord of all creation; 
in your love you made us for yourself. 
When we turned away 
you did not reject us, 
but came to meet us in your Son. 

You embraced us as your children 
and welcomed us to sit and eat with you. 

In Christ you shared our life 
that we might live in him and he in us. 

He opened his arms of love upon the cross 
and made for all the perfect sacrifice for sin. 

On the night he was betrayed, 
at supper with his friends 
he took bread, and gave you thanks; 
he broke it and gave it to them, saying: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 

Father, we do this in remembrance of him: 
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his body is the bread of life. 
At the end of supper, taking the cup of wine, 
he gave you thanks, and said: 
Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins; 
do this in remembrance of me. 

Father, we do this in remembrance of him: 
his blood is shed for all. 

As we proclaim his death and celebrate his rising in glory, 
send your Holy Spirit that this bread and this wine 
may be to us the body and blood of your dear Son. 

As we eat and drink these holy gifts 
make us one in Christ, our risen Lord. 

Through him the archangels sing your praise, 
the angels fulfil your commands, 
the cherubim and seraphim continually proclaim your holiness; 
the whole company of heaven glorifies your name and rejoices to do 

your will. 
Therefore we pray that our voices may be heard with theirs, 
for ever praising you and singing: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

Please sit or kneel 
 

Rejoicing in God’s new creation, so we pray: 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER led by a young person 
 

Our Father in heaven. 

Thank you for loving me so much that Jesus died on the  
cross for me. You know me so well: all my weaknesses 
and all my strengths. 

Hallowed be your name, your kingdom come. 

I want to let you use me to tell others about you. 

Your will be done on earth as in heaven. 
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Help me to understand what it is you want me to do.  Give me 
the courage to be willing to do whatever you ask of me. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Help me to trust you to enable me to do your will. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Forgive me if I have hurt others by what I have said or done. 

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

Don’t let me be swayed from doing your will. 
Protect me from anything that may harm me, 

For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, now and forever. 

Yes Lord, those are the things that really matter to me. 
Help me to be ready to work for them, whatever the cost. 
I know that you are always with me. Amen 
 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 

Though we are many, we are one body, 
because we all share in one bread 
 

AGNUS DEI 
Lamb of God you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us 
Lamb of God you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us 
Lamb of God you take away the sin of the world, 
grant us peace. 
 

GIVING OF COMMUNION 
Draw near with faith. 
Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ 
which he gave for you, 
and his blood which he shed for you. 
Eat and drink 
in remembrance that he died for you, 
and feed on him in your hearts 
by faith with thanksgiving. 
 

All are invited to come up to the altar when directed 
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Please remain seated while the choir sing a Motet and then . . . 

HYMN 782: Songs of praise the angels sang 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION by the celebrant 

We sit or kneel 
Lord of heaven, 
in this eucharist you have brought us near 
to an innumerable company of angels 
and to the spirits of the saints made perfect: 
as in this food of our earthly pilgrimage 
we have shared their fellowship, 
so may we come to share their joy in heaven; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen 
 

The Dismissal 
 

Please stand for . . . 

HYMN 589: Angel voices ever singing 
The uniformed organisations receive their flags during this hymn 
 

Please sit for . . . 

NOTICES AND BANNS OF MARRIAGE 
 

THE BLESSING given by the celebrant 
Please stand 

God keep you in the fellowship 
of his saints; 

Christ protect you by the 
ministry of the angels; 

the Spirit make you holy in 
God’s service; 

and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy 

Spirit, 
be among you and remain 

with you always. 

Amen 
 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord 

In the name of Christ. Amen 
 

Please sit to hear the choir in the vestry and to enjoy the organ voluntary.  

Please join us in the Hall  

for refreshments and the FAIRTRADE stall 
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