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Some thoughts before we start . . . 

Christ the King 
Yes, Jesus is our King, though very different from other kings! We 

must not forget the humiliation and pain He had to endure when 

He obeyed His Father’s will to die on the cross. He had done no 

wrong! Look on the cover to see the crown of thorns He was 

made to wear and the nails that held Him on the cross. Not good. 
 

Of course, that was not the end. Jesus rose again!  
 

That was most definitely good for us because in doing so all of us 

have gained forgiveness for our wrongdoing. Amazing but true! 
 

Jesus soon returned to heaven and promises to come back to 

earth one day, meanwhile sending the Holy Spirit to help us at 

any time. When will Jesus come back? Nobody knows. I wonder if 

we will be ready! 
 

Stir Up Sunday! 
Following a long-standing tradition, this morning we will be 

mixing our Christmas pudding, ready for the Mansfield homeless 

people to enjoy on Jesus’ birthday when they will be spending 

the night in the Henley Hall. 
 

The custom is reflected in today’s post communion prayer, 

adapted from the Collect for this Sunday in the 1549 Prayer Book: 

Stir up, O Lord, 

the wills of your faithful people; 

that they, plenteously bringing forth the fruit of good works, 

may by you be plenteously rewarded; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

Listen out for this prayer near the end of today’s service. 
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ORDER OF SERVICE 
The Gathering 
 

Please stand when the bell rings ready to sing the first hymn 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN: 593 At the name of Jesus 

The uniformed organisations present their flags during this hymn 

Please remain standing. The celebrant says: 

In the name of the Father, 
And of the Son, 
And of the Holy Spirit 

Amen 

The arms of God are open wide: 

All are welcome here! 

Young and old 
and in between: 

All are welcome here! 

Noisy or quiet, 
happy or sad: 

All are welcome here!  

You who have travelled far, 
and you who live close at hand: 

All are welcome here! 

You who have much faith, 
and you who have little 

All are welcome here! 

God of welcome, 
God of labour and laughter, 
of hugs and healing, 
of promise and parties, 
of birth and blessings: 

We are glad to meet you here! 

 

PRAYERS OF PENITENCE led by the young people 

Please sit or kneel 

Let us pray. 

Jesus says, 'Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is close at hand.' 
So let us turn away from sin and turn to Christ, 
confessing our sins in penitence and faith. 

The kingdom is yours, 
but we turn away from your just rule: 
Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 

The power is yours, 
but we trust in our own power and strength: 
Christ, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy. 
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The glory is yours, 
but we fall short of the glory of God: 
Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

ABSOLUTION said by the celebrant 

 Almighty God, 
who in Jesus Christ has given us 
a kingdom that cannot be destroyed, 
forgive us our sins,  
open our eyes to God’s truth, 
strengthen us to do God’s will 

 
 
and give us the joy of his 

kingdom, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen 

 
 

Please stand 
 

PERUVIAN GLORIA led by a choir member 

Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to the Father. 

Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to the Father. 
To God be glory for ever. 

To God be glory for ever.  
Alleluia! Amen Alleluia! Amen 

Alleluia! Amen Alleluia! Amen Alleluia! Amen Alleluia! Amen 
 

Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to Christ Jesus…... 
 

Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory Holy Spirit…… 
 

COLLECT FOR CHRIST THE KING said by the celebrant 

God the Father, 
help us to hear the call of Christ the King 
and to follow in his service, 
whose kingdom has no end; 
for he reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, one glory. 

Amen 
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The Liturgy of the Word 
 

BIBLE READINGS FROM THE MESSAGE BIBLE by the young people 

Please be seated 
 

NEW TESTAMENT: Colossians 1:15-20 

The Apostle Paul encourages the new Christians of Colossae. 

CHRIST HOLDS IT ALL TOGETHER 
We look at this Son and see the God who cannot be seen. We look at this 
Son and see God’s original purpose in everything created. For everything, 
absolutely everything, above and below, visible and invisible, rank after 
rank after rank of angels—everything got started in him and finds its 
purpose in him. He was there before any of it came into existence and 
holds it all together right up to this moment. And when it comes to the 
church, he organises and holds it together, like a head does a body. 
He was supreme in the beginning and—leading the resurrection parade—
he is supreme in the end. From beginning to end he’s there, towering far 
above everything, everyone. So spacious is he, so roomy, that everything 
of God finds its proper place in him without crowding. Not only that, but 
all the broken and dislocated pieces of the universe—people and things, 
animals and atoms—get properly fixed and fit together in vibrant 
harmonies, all because of his death, his blood that poured down from the 
cross. 
 

This is the Word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God 
 

Please stand 

HYMN 712: Lord Jesus Christ 

During this hymn the Gospel readers take  
their places in front of the altar 

Please remain standing for the Gospel 
 

THE GOSPEL: Luke 23:33-43 

Alleluia, alleluia. 
Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Peace in heaven and glory in the highest heaven. 

Alleluia 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 

Glory to You O Lord 



-6- 

 

When they got to the place called Skull Hill, they crucified him, along with 
the criminals, one on his right, the other on his left. 
Jesus prayed, “Father, forgive them; they don’t know what they’re doing.” 
Dividing up his clothes, they threw dice for them. The people stood there 
staring at Jesus, and the ringleaders made faces, taunting, “He saved 
others. Let’s see him save himself! The Messiah of God—ha! The Chosen—
ha!” 
The soldiers also came up and poked fun at him, making a game of it. 
They toasted him with sour wine: “So you’re King of the Jews! Save 
yourself!” 
Printed over him was a sign: THIS IS THE KING OF THE JEWS. 
One of the criminals hanging alongside cursed him: “Some Messiah you 
are! Save yourself! Save us!” 
But the other one made him shut up: “Have you no fear of God? You’re 
getting the same as him. We deserve this, but not him—he did nothing to 
deserve this.” 
Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you enter your kingdom.” 
He said, “Don’t worry, I will. Today you will join me in paradise.” 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

The choir joins the congregation. Please be seated 

31 DAYS TO GO! ARE YOU READY?!? 
Let’s start our preparations. 

1: 2: 3:   4:  5:  
Preparing the pudding led by Joan Fletcher 
 

OUR PRAYERS led by the young people 

Please sit or kneel 

Through Jesus our King, let us pray. 
As we celebrate Jesus, the head of the Church body, we pray for all 
members with their various gifts and ministries; we pray that even our 
weaknesses can be used to Your glory, for the good of the world. 

Lord in your mercy Hear our prayer 

Heavenly Father, help us to appreciate the sacrifice you made for us all 
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by enduring the pain of the Crown of Thorns and the nails on the cross. 
Thank you for doing that for each one of us. 

Lord in your mercy Hear our prayer 

Heavenly Father, thank you for rising again so that all our wrongdoing is 
forgiven. Help us to be ready for you when you come back to earth. 

Lord in your mercy Hear our prayer 

In 31 days it will be fun time! Heavenly Father, help us to remember 
those less fortunate than ourselves and to DO something to help them. 
Help us also to remember it is YOUR birthday so we must not leave you 
out! 

Lord in your mercy Hear our prayer 

We pray for all the people around us, many of whom aren’t aware of 
what Jesus did for them. We pray this week in our Parish particularly for 
the people of Talbot Street, The Copse and The Crescent. 

Lord in your mercy Hear our prayer 

We pray that those suffering from illness or loneliness or depression may 
experience your comfort and peace. We pray for those in need of support 
known only to ourselves as well as those on our prayer lists. 

Lord in your mercy Hear our prayer 

We remember those we remember with affection but are with us no 
more, as well as those whose anniversaries occur at this time: Sidney 
Hand, Gilbert Rowden (priest), Arthur Woodcock, James Barrie Barnes 
(priest), Doreen Ford, Emma Milnes, Dorothy May Raybould, Jack Allcock, 
Agnes Cooke, Peter Wetton, Beatrice Bradder, Arthur Bend. 
Rest eternal grant unto them O Lord 

And let light perpetual shine upon them 

We finish by saying together: 

Loving God, 
you have taught us that the power of the heart 
is greater than the power of wealth and might. 
Hear us as we pray for the fulfilment of your reign. 
We ask this through Jesus Christ our King; 
to him be glory and power for ever. 

Merciful Father, Accept these prayers for the sake of 
Your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ, Amen 
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The Liturgy of the Sacrament  
 

THE PEACE 
Please stand 
To crown all things there must be love, 
to bind all together and complete the whole. 
Let the peace of Christ rule in our hearts. 
   

The peace of the Lord be always with you 

and also with you. 
Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 
 

If you wish, shake hands and exchange a kind word with others. 
 

HYMN 667: I danced in the morning 
If you wish to donate money for the work of St Mark’s please put your 
offering in the plate when it comes during the singing of this hymn. 
The Holy Table is prepared for Communion. 
In the final verse, the children gather round the altar with their musical 
instruments to make a joyful noise during the Eucharistic Prayer. 

 
 
PREPARATION OF THE TABLE 
Please remain standing 
Blessed be God, 
who enthrones us with Christ in the heavenly realms. 
May we feed upon the bread of God 
and drink the royal wine of heaven. 

Blessed be God for ever. 
 

  



-9- 

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
The Lord is here. 

His Spirit is with us. 
Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give thanks and praise. 
And now we give you thanks 
because you anointed Jesus Christ, your only Son, as priest and King. 
Crowned with thorns, he offered his life upon the cross, 
that he might draw all people into that kingdom 
where he now reigns in glory. 

You embraced us as your children 
and welcomed us to sit and eat with you. 

In Christ you shared our life 
that we might live in him and he in us. 

He opened his arms of love upon the cross 
and made for all the perfect sacrifice for sin. 

On the night he was betrayed, 
at supper with his friends 
he took bread, and gave you thanks; 
he broke it and gave it to them, saying: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 

Father, we do this in remembrance of him: 
his body is the bread of life. 

At the end of supper, taking the cup of wine, 
he gave you thanks, and said: 
Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins; 
do this in remembrance of me. 

Father, we do this in remembrance of him: 
his blood is shed for all. 

As we proclaim his death and celebrate his rising in glory, 
send your Holy Spirit that this bread and this wine 
may be to us the body and blood of your dear Son. 

As we eat and drink these holy gifts 
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make us one in Christ, our risen Lord. 
With your whole Church throughout the world 
we offer you this sacrifice of praise 
and lift our voice to join the eternal song of heaven: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

Please sit or kneel 
 

Rejoicing in God’s new creation, so we pray: 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER led by a young person 

Our Father in heaven. 

Thank you for loving me so much that Jesus died on the  
cross for me. You know me so well: all my weaknesses 
and all my strengths. 

Hallowed be your name, your kingdom come. 

I want to let you use me to tell others about you. 

Your will be done on earth as in heaven. 

Help me to understand what it is you want me to do.  Give me 
the courage to be willing to do whatever you ask of me. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Help me to trust you to enable me to do your will. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Forgive me if I have hurt others by what I have said or done. 

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

Don’t let me be swayed from doing your will. 
Protect me from anything that may harm me, 

For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, now and forever. 

Yes Lord, those are the things that really matter to me. 
Help me to be ready to work for them, whatever the cost. 
I know that you are always with me. Amen 
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THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 

Though we are many, we are one body, 
because we all share in one bread 
 

AGNUS DEI 
Lamb of God you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us 
Lamb of God you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us 
Lamb of God you take away the sin of the world, 
grant us peace. 
 

GIVING OF COMMUNION 
Draw near with faith. 
Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ 
which he gave for you, 
and his blood which he shed for you. 
Eat and drink 
in remembrance that he died for you, 
and feed on him in your hearts 
by faith with thanksgiving. 
 

All are invited to come up to the altar when directed 
 
After the choir have sung a Motet, we remain seated for the . . . 

COMMUNION HYMN 358: Be still 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION said by the Celebrant 

Stir up, O Lord, 
the wills of your faithful people; 
that they, plenteously bringing forth 
the fruit of good works, 
may by you be plenteously rewarded; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen 
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The Dismissal 
 

HYMN 690: Jesus is Lord 
Please stand 
The colour parties receive their flags during this hymn 
 

NOTICES AND BANNS OF MARRIAGE 
Please sit for the notices and then stand for . . .  
 

THE BLESSING given by the celebrant 

Christ our King make you faithful and strong to do his will, 
that you may reign with him in glory; 
And the blessing of God Almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 

Amen 
 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord  

In the name of Christ. Amen 
 

The priest, servers and choir leave 
Please sit to hear the choir in the vestry and to enjoy the organ voluntary 

 

Time now for a drink and a chat in the 
Hall across the car park.  

Browse the Fairtrade stall too! 
 
 

The next services where the young people 

take part will be at 4pm on Christmas 

Eve when the whole family is invited 

to celebrate Jesus’ birthday at the Crib 

& Christingle. Donations for the 

Children’s Society gratefully received. 

Please feel free to take this booklet home with you 
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